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¢ By Trr LIEUTENANT OF MARYLAND.

% These are in the Lord Proprietary’s name to authorize’
and appoint Captain Robert Vaughan Commander of the Isle
of Kent County within the said Province of Maryland to
grant Warrants for land within the said county to any ad-
venturers or planters according to his Lordship’s Condi-
cions of Plantation, whereupon such land shall happen to be
due to such adventurers or planters respectively, he the said
Captain Robert Vaughan cavsing the said Warrants, together
with the particular demands or assignments upon which the
same shall be granted to be entered upon record by his Lords
ship’s Secretary of the said Province who is to have his
usual due fees for such Warrants and Entrys. Given at
Providence in Ann Arundel County this 29th July Anno
Domi. 1650.

Wu. STONE.”

Liz. No. 1, fol. 170.

A like authority was given to the (m) Commander of Ann
© Arundel County, but, on the 18th of December 1652, Go-
vernor Stone 1ssu(.d a Proclamatlon, in which, .after recit-
ing these Commissions, and stating that not only the trans-
mitting an account of Warrants, demands and assignments
as required, tothe Secretary’s office was somewhat neglected,
but the due return of Certificates under those Warrants also
omitted, to the great prejudice of his Lordship in his rents,
&c. he revoked all such appointments ;—charged these Com-
manders to make full returns of their proceedings, and the
Surveyor General not to ¢ presume” for the future to sur--
vey any land within the Province without some Warrant or
special direction from him (the Governor) or from the Pro-
prietary ; ¢ his, (the said Surveyors), former irregular and
« unwarrant'lble proceedings therein having occasioned much
¢ trouble and inconvenience, to the great abuse both of his
% Lordship’s authority and the inhabitants.”

Notwithstanding the abuses here complained of, ‘the Go-
vernment found an absolute necessity for making subsequent
appointments of this kind, partxcularly on the dlsputed parts.
of the Eastern Shore, that is to say in the neighbourhood. of
Vng.nn, and on the borders of the Delaware :—Authori-

" ties much more extensive than the mere granting of War-

(m) The Commanders of Counties were officers invested with very
extensive powers, rendered nccessaty, it is presumed;. by the circum.
stances of turbulence and insubordination which attended the settlement
of the Colony. They were in a . word the chief officers.both in milita-
ry and civil affairs, not excepting judicial proceedings. ‘The Licutenants
of counties, though of inferiour authority, take their. origin probably
from thesc establishments.



