- iy27. 13 CHARLES Lod BALTIMORE.

o . C H A.P. IL | |
paied 00 An ACT dire&ing the Payment of Fées arifing due on the Pro-
Oasber1727. fecution of White Servants which fhall hereafter be imported
| into this Province. Lib. L. N© 5. fol. 145.

Preamble. “QORASMUCH as it is evident to this prefent * General- Affembly; That
F the Charges of late arifing to the Public, and feveral of the Counties

within this Province, on the Profecution of Servants, have been a ve-

ry great Burthen to the Public. And whereas it is manifeft that feveral Fe-

lonies, and other Offences, have been frequently committed by Servants,

which might have been prevented by their Mafters, by taking Care to keep

them in due Order and Subje@ion, and fometimes Servants have been induced

by the Encouragement, and fometimes by the Severity of their Mafters, to

s wiz. by ~commit Felonies and other Crimes, the Mafters well knowing that in cafe of
1715, ch. 26, Profecution, the * Expence thereof muft have been borne by the Public, or
ﬁér?:l?;ilé;’. the Inhabitants of the County or Counties where the Fats have been com-

ed. mitted : For Remedy of which Evils,

Feesducon  II. B¢ it Enatted, by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprictary, by and
ggf&;‘;‘;g with the Advice and Confent of his Lordfbip’s Governor, and the Upper and Lower
Servants, at Houfes of Affembly, and the Authority of the fame, That from and after the End
gis.%‘?;ﬁmﬁili)’s of this prefent Seffion of Affembly, it fhall and may be lawful, to and for
PZ;d’ byathe “ the feveral and refpective Officers within this Province, to whom any Fees
Matters,  fhall arife due on any Profecution of the Lord Proprietary, againft any Ser-
vants that fhall be imported into this Province, at any Time after the End of

this Seflion, to charge the {fame to, and recover the fame from, the Matfters

or Owners of fuch Servants, in the fame manner as if they arofe due from,

and were the proper Debts of, the Mafters or Owners themfelves, as by other

andnot by Laws are provided : And that it fhall not be lawful for any Officer, or other
(‘)};ecl;‘:}:t‘; Perfon, to charge the Public, or any County, for any Fees that fhall arife due
" on the Profecution of any fuch Servants as aforefaid ; any Law, Statute, Ufage

~or Cuftom to the contrary in-any wife notwithftanding.

Recompence 111 AND be it further Enaited, 4y the Authority, Advice and Confent afore-
to be made _f@d, That it fhall and may be lawful to and for the Owners of {uch Servants
g}es?x?fﬁﬁe (unlefs the Offence whereof he, fhe or they, fhall be convicted, be Capital,
notexceed- . and that the Offender or Offenders are actually Executed for the fame,) at or
ing 3 Years. before the Time of the Expiration of fuch Servant’s Servitude, to carry {uch
Servant to the County Court held for their County, and on their making it
fully appear to the Juftices of fuch Court, how much Tobacco hath been
paid by them for fuch Servant, on Account of fuch Profecutions, it fhall and
may be lawful for the Juftices of fuch Court, and they are hereby required,
to adjudge what Time (not exceeding Three Years) they fhall think reafon-
able, to ferve the Owner in Recompence to fuch Fees paid as aforefaid, un-

lefs fuch Servant can make Payment thereof in {ome other manner.

gﬁ]ﬂ;df VCV}SI IV. aAno be it Enalted, &y the Authority aforefaid, That all Mafters and

men Servanes Owners of Women Servants, having Baftard Children, fhall be cbliged to
10 be main-  maintain {uch Baftard Children, at his and their own proper Coft and Charge,

;\‘j[‘:éfrb{g.‘:_‘e during the Continuance of fuch Servant Woman in his or their Service.

andif theFa- V. ]Pronided, That it {hall and may be lawful for the Juftices of the
;hl:;\s; vt County Court, where fuch Baftard Child or Children fhall be born, to ad-
the Mother judge the Mother or Mothers of fuch Baftard Child or Children, where the
2\13“ mﬂkcc_ Father is unknown, or incapable to make any Satisfation, to make her or
b;csogfﬂd‘e, their Mafter or Owners full Satisfaction and Recompence by Servitude, or a-
&9c. therwife, for maintaining and {fupporting {fuch Baftard Child or Children; any

Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

VI. JPronidcd



