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tem they might adopt., Tt was1is Fe'ief, when
the yeople found that they wou d have, in a giv-
en numver of years, the power of voling for a
Convention they would sutimit patiently, cheer-
ful y, 1o all the inionve iences 1o which they
might be suhj cted.  And, mor. over, il they saw
beyond th.t, at app oaching intervals, a time
when the same right would occur to them,
they wo ild not causcle-sly exercise their right of
caliing a Convention, but would wait 1ill tne re-
currence of that second epoch., That was his
optuion as to the inode in which the people wonld
act. There wa- one course of proceediag, how-
ever, iu which he had faith, and it was this:
““that when you are gning to trust the people, do
it fairly. openly, {ul'y.” Show them that you
place a generous eonfidence in their integrity and
intell gence That was, (Vr H. eontinued.)
the way in which the people should be trea ed
We glaced this right, therefore, unreservedly in
their hands. The perple of Maryland were
united {)r many purpo-es, and as they were w.i-
ted, they would decide upon this question one
way or the other. What was the eff:ct of the
periodical recurrence of the right of” changing
their a:en's. and did it bear any analogy tu the
constantly recurring right of changing their or-
ganic law 2 Il they were satisfied with the right
which they knew would happen soon, to change
their orgnic law, then to the same extent they
were satisfi d to obey the Jaws, because they
knew they had the power to change thom—he
effect would be to tranquiiise the public mind.
Now, the effect of the right to change their legis-
Jature—to act in that sedative way—was, that
the pecple ohey a law while it is a law. Why?
They kuew the power would soon come roand
to repel an obnoxicus law. I they were not sat-
isfied with the Executive branch of the govern-
ment, they respected and obeyed him ~ Why#
Because they saw ata little distance ahead, an
opportunity wouid be given them to change that
agent.  And the resalt of 1that was—a tranquili-
ty constanmily existing in the public mind. ]t was
an interesting thi g to see how that question
worked inisgreat extent. It w rked ad.uira-
bly in the Government of the United Siates,
where there was greater power reposed in the
President of the Un ted States, thun there exi ts
in the Queen of Kagland  She could not carry
on the government one month, unless she had a
majority in Parliament but the mmisuy would
be imm di.tely d.ssulved. The Exes utive branch
of the govers ment was completely charged in
its ¢ ur-e. That was not the csse in the United
States, where h: President could continue to
catry on his government from year to year, wiih
a rlear majority of both Honses aguinst him,
with only a corporal’s guard in Congress and a
Cabinet, in whom nobudy had any contidence.

We knew that that bad been the case of one
of the Presidents of the United States. The
Queen of England, on the contrary, could wot
have stood twenty four hours in that s:ituation
and yet that President went on to the end of h s
regular term, and the Jaws were all obeyed, »nd
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the foundation. Why was it so? He, (Mr.
Howard.) could not discover any other reason,
than that the people of the Uniied States fore-
saw they would have the power in the ballot
box to replace things according to their pleas-
nre.  That administration would go out, and an-
other would take its place; and conscious ot the
possession of that power, they stood tranquil and
saw the government managed, year after year,
with only a corporal’s guard in each House If,
after exhibiting so much patience, wisdom, and
obedience to the laws, in that instanc-, he
thought it was fair tosuppose that the people of
Maryland would evince  like conduct in refer-
ence to a change in their organic law. They
wounld submit to all tue evils of the Constitution
for ten years, till the time occurred for making
a change, and that be thought was a reaconable
time when the question was 1o be put. In the
meantime they would reason with themselves
whether it was worth while to incur the expense
of another Convenrtion, to change a form of gov-
ernment, which had, perbaps, better be tried a
little longer—another term—even if the evils
were great.  With regard to (be question of the
Judiciary, they might choose as to the system.
If it was wrong, or didn’t work well, thev might
still conclude to try it alittle longer. There was
uo question that entered so deeply into the or-
ganization of society, as that seMf-same judiciary
question. It was the only one whiag come home,
daily, to every man’s personal inl&ests and pre-
judices. It was spread all abroad throughout the
land and it might not Le zowg too far to suy
that the great benefit of government, was in 2
faithtul tulfilment, and a due and rigid and eco-
nomical administration of justice. As to that
question, he did not know how this Convention
would settle it.  But, the people might well
pause before they went to the expense of another
Counvention.

With regard to the fears expressed, that a Gov-
ernor might be elected who would refuse to issue
his proclamation for the call of a Convention. he
thought they were i1l tounded. It was far bet-
ter, in his opinion, to trust the Govervor than
the Legislature. He had no idea. that under any
conceivable state of things, the people o Mary-
laud would ever eleet a Governor so faithless to
his duty and to the Constitution, a< not to carry
the wishes of the penple into effect. In his
jrdzment, the most effective way to attain this
object, was to make i1 the duty of the Governor
to issue his proclamation. and to fix the respon-
sibility upen him alone. In that way we would
carty out the provision of the Constitution, and
he hoped we would attain a griat and lasting
good. Many causes might prevent the Legisla-
ture from passing a law to sunction the callof a
Convention. Want of time was a real or alleged
reasan for omifting to pa-s many laws.and might
be so in this case. A d ffrence of opinion be-
tween the Senate and House of Delegates. often
caused many bills to fail. Bit if the Gov-
ernoy alone should be clothed with the responsi.

the government moved on in entire peace und bility of iscuing a proctamation, calling upon




