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any general grant of legislative anthority, or
ought to be implied from aApy general expres-
sions of the will of the people. The people
ought not to be presumed to part with rights
so vital fo their security and well-being,
without very strong and ‘direct expressions
of such intention.” We know of no case
where a legislative act can transfer the prop-
erty of A to B, has ever been held a consti-
tutional exercise of legislative power in any
State of this Union. On the contrary, it has
been constantly resisted as inconsistent with
just principles by every judicitl tribunal in
which it has been attempted to be euforced.

‘“‘Judge Siory (3 Com. 267) says, it seems
to be the general opinion, fortified by a strong
current ot judicial anthority, that since the

American Revolution, no Siate Government '

<an be presumed to possess the transcendental

sovercignty, 10 take away vested rights of

property.” . .

Mr. Cusmve. T rise to speak upon this
subject, inasmuch as it is important in the
minds of the constituency which sent me
here, not claiming more than the gentle-
mau {rom St. Mary’s, (Mr. Billingsley, ) that
my lips bave been touched by any coal from
the altar, but knowing that ‘my voice, how-
ever weak individually it may be, is but the
distant echo of the murmur of the thousands
that are Lehind me in the city which seat me
here; knowing that however elevated, how-
ever pure, howev.r educated may be the con-
stituency which sent the gentiemen here, the
one that I have the honor to represent is at
leastequal to it. However those who rise upon
this floor to advocaie the immediate emanci-
pation of the negroes in the State of Mary-
land may be said by the gentlemun to iutro-
duce here new docirines; however they may
be said to be the doctrines of men not born
apon the soil of Maryland, which 1 do not
see is any argument ngainst the views that
may be advanced by them, { take issue with
him upon the statement as a question of fact.

Lutter Martin prowsied strongly befure
the Legislature of Maryland, against the
adoption of the present Federal Constitution
because it allowed slavery ; perhaps the
strongest remonstrance that has ever been
made against the passage of any law, in
terms s0 strong that | much doubtif any gen-
tleman upon the floor of this Convention ad-
vocating similar views will say anything
vearly so strong. And Mr. Jeffersou hus
used language which, it utiered thrce yecars
ago, at the time to which the gentieman from
St. Mary’s county alluded, would have sent
him irom the city of Annapolis with a coat
of tar and feathers, and possibly would have
sent his soul to his God,

Frow the first setilement of Maryland un-
til now she has travui.ed and groaned under
this social, political, and moral carse of

slavery ; and to-day the representatives of

her people have assembled in Convention to

utter a voice of freedom, to echo the tones
of the Almighty, to bid the oppressed
go free. 1In the first days of our history there
were many warning voices uttered with re-
ference to the very question which is before
us to-day. When America broke the bonds
with which the oppressor beyond the sea had
bound her, when she sanys the soung of lib-
erty and declared that all people were born
free and equal, because that out of one blood
God did muke all nations of men for to dwell
upon the fuce ofthe whole earth,when she made
that Declaration ot Independence, there was
in the minds of the framers of that ipstru-
ment a firm conviction that the generation in
which theylived would see the end of slavery.
They acted up to the best light of the uge in
which they lived. The Constitution of the
couniry is due to them, and in my mind is
a monument more lasting than brass; for
though it has stood for so many years we
here to-day can find but two or three things
wherein we ditfer from it, after an experi-
ence of the working of the government under
that Constitution for some seventy-four
years.

Their ideas of the extinction of sl very
bave not been realized. Coutrary to all their
expectations slavery became first profitable,
then respectable, then powerful, until finally
it became the fundamental article in our po-
litical and relipious creeds. It progressed
until in politics there was no voice, 1n reli-
gion there was no church, in society there
was no recognition for that monstrosity of
Gud’s creation, an anti-slavery man, an abo-
litionist. ~ All terms of shame, all terms of
blame, all unathemas of reproach, divine and
human, paled before that pre-eminent epithet
ot scorn and contempt—an abolitionist.

It finally destroyed even free speech in
this State. Men no longer dared utter the
sentiments boldly maintained by their fa-
thers. Men vo longer dared utter forth the
words ef the Revoluiion, unless they made
sure as Holy Writ that sluvery was not
meant in the words they used. Slavery pro-
duced ils legitimate effects in every sphere of
life.  The soil was worn out by carcless, un-
willing cuiture. Manufactures were neglected;
for under slavery, lubor wus a thing of re-
proach. Education was neglected, for leurn-
ing made abolitionists. The fuct that under
the iufluence of the instituiion of slavery la.
Lor has been a disgrace caunot be denied.
The very term that we find to-day, the fa~
vorite term of contempt, throughout the
slaveholding States, is the ““ mudsills” of the
North, referring to our laboring men, one of
whom to-day occupies the position of Chief
Magistrate of the United Stutes. I have not
known, with all the bouasted aid to poor men
in the South, of one laboring man in all the
Piresidents that the South has given to our
country—not one who was originally a la-
boring man. ’




