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& kingd of spuricus copper. currency in which
they ave p1id. "While the free African seem-
ed:to. be cheerful, gay and happy, the s'ave
appeared to be restiess and dissatisfied—the
one had been the recipient of the proceeds of
bis own labor ; while the other had to render
an account dailv to a rigid task-master.

I have scen the free Africans in the military
gervice of Brazil. For ut the time T wus there
Don Pedro was at war with Rosas, of the
Baenws Ayrean domiunions, and cevery duy the
soldicrs were paraded upon the public square
for the review of the emperor—and in that
long lite of soldiers you wound find the Por-
tuguese, the Indian, the half~breed African,
and the full-blooded African, all in the sarge
yaiform. There was but Httle distinction to
be phserved between them ; all seemed to be
working in the service of their great master ;
all seerned to perform theirservices with alac-
ity and willinzness, withoutany conirol ex-
cept the authoriry exercized over them all by
those who have a right to direct them.

I am ¢onvinced, therefore, that by a firm

)

slaveholders. I amin favor of no levelling
‘process.  But when I'come to view the facts,
itis to my mind conclusive that the whole
of the legislation of Maryland for ‘the last
thr e-quarters of a centurv, has been coii-
troll'd in theinfluence of slavery. A majority
of the members el~cted to the [House of Del-
egateg] and to the Senate, have been slave-
holders. A majority of your poverdors, if ndt
more, have heen either staveholders, or sym-
pathizers with slavery. All, or nearly all, the
members of Congress from™ this State have
been slaveho'ders or sympathizers with slave-
ry. AN our Senators at Washington, with
the exception I beli-ve of Mr ~ Reverdy John-
son have bedu slaveholders. or spmpathizérs
with slavery. Then it is the fact that slavery
h s controlled all our legistation ; thatabout
15,000 slaveholders have controlled some
600,000 people—'or that [ be'ieve isahout the
popnlation of this Stare. Ts that fair? ~Cer-
tainly not. Isitjust? 1 think not, Ithink
it is time that those 600,000 people should
have a voice in the legislation of this State,

and hamane police, we will have no diffi ulty
in goveruing the slave that may be freed in
the State of Maryland, should that event oc- |
£ur, and making them an eff ‘tent aud uselul
branch of Iabor in agricultural pursaits. T
am gatistied, howeyer, that it is incompatible |
with their nature ; that it is ineompatible
with the interests of their employers, to work
slaves and freemen side by side. :

The PresipEn?. The gentleman’s time has
expired undir the rule. o

ﬁr. Bgrry, of Baltimore coumty, maved
that the gentleman's timebe extended.

Mr. Porngir. I desire but five minutes
wore ta conclitde all 1 have to say.

. Five minutes addilional time was accord-
ingly granted. o

Mr. Puesent, [ thank the members of the
Convention for the kindness with which they
have listened to the rem:rks I have already
made, and for the courtesy they have just
extended to me. I havebuta few words to
say and then I will cloze.

I thivk thit we need no lopger hesitate
with regard to what is the true poliey of
Maryland. I think that we need no Jonger
hesilate in regard to what is our duty upder
the circumstinces that now surround u<« It
has been said here, and with a great deal of
force, that the slave power has herelofore
controlled the legislation of Maryland since
it3 enrliest history. I think that the statistics
will fully bear out that assertion. Why,

vhere, and by whm hve the laws of your

tate been enact d? Who for the last fifty
years havecontrolled the whole legislative
department of your State government? Un-
questionably they have bren " slaveholders.
1.do not wish to encourage any agrariag doc-

irine in this conpection. ] am not in favor!’

of any antagonism between classes. I am not
in favor of arraying non-slaveholders against

n the passage of laws" by ‘which their lives,
their liberties, and their property are to be
regu'ated and controlled. I think it i3 time
st they shiould tease 0 Ur fetlered ns thoy
have hitherto been by that kind of infinence.
A.d 1 think it is time that they should be
allowed atull and fair expression of their opin-
ions, not only abroad hut ia the halls of their
legistature. '

Mr. President, { am net disposed, in
view of the limited time for discugsion up-
on this arlicle, to longer consume the time of
this Convention I therefors yie!l the floor,
in order to allow others, who d sive to do so,
an opportunity of expressing their views up-
on the important subjeet under considera-
fion.

Mr. Berry, of Baltimore county. Did I
not feel that it ig a duty deyolving upon me,
as one of those whom the citizens of Balti-
mare county have delegated to represent her
upon the flgor of thig Convention, | should
not obtrude myself at this time. Did I re-
member thut upon our side of the House, any
geatlemap who is a slaveholder bad spoken,
T should perbaps forego the duty which I feel
is assizned me. | am a'slaveholder. With
these pref:tory remarks, I progeed to the all
importin qu=stions growing out of th's ar-
ticle proposed by the commitiee to be put injo
the bul of rights o

The question of compensation for the slaves
emancipated under the cliuse 1o that effect
now to be inserted in the Constitutien pre-
sen's itself in two aspects.

First, a compensation from the General
Government. ' e

Second, a compengation to be provided by
the Stute itsglf, by a tax upon her citizens.
To the first, undet ordinary circumstances,
we would certainly have no claim, but lodk-
ling to the action taken by the Executive and



