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pion, expofes to perpetual change, from the endlefs variety of hypotheflis and
opinion; and rémember, efpecially, that for the eflicient management of your
common mtcreﬁs, in a country fo extenfive as ours, a govcrnment of as much
vigour- as is confiftent with the perfe& fecurity of liberty, is indi(penfable. Li-
berty itfelf will find in fuch a government, with powers properly diftributed and
adjufted, its fureft guardian. It is, indeed, little elfe than a name, where the
government is too feeble to withftand the enterpnfcs of fattion, to confine each
member of the fociety within the limits prefcribed by the laws, and to maintain
all in the fecure and tranquil enjoyment of the rights of perfon and property.

I have already intimated to you, the danger of parties in the ftate, with par-
ticular reference to the founding of them on geographical difciiminations. Let
me now take a more comprehenfive view, and warn you in the moft {olemn
manner againft the baneful effets of the (pirit of party, generally.

~ This fpirit, unfortunately, is infeparable from our nature, . having its root in
the ftrongeft paffions of the human mind.—It exifts under different fhapes in all
govérnments, more or lefs ftifled, controled, or repreffed; but in thofe of the
popular form, it is feen in its greateﬁ ranknefs and is truly their worft enemy.

The a}tcmatc dommatxon of one facion over another, fharpened by the {pirit
of revehgc, natural to party diffention, which in dlﬂ’crcnt ages and countries has
ferpetra“tcd the moft horrid enormities, is itfelf a frightful defpotifm.—But this

ads at tength to a more formal and permanent defpotifm.—The diforders and
miferies, which refult, gradually incline the minds of men to feek. fecurity and
repofé in the abfolute power of an individual; and fooner or later the chief of
fome prevailing fa&tion more able or more fortunate than his compctxtors, turns
this difpofition to the purpofes of hxs own elevation, on the ruins of public li-
berty.

Without looking forward to an extremity of this kind (which neverthelefs
ought ‘not to be entirely out of fight) the common and continual mifchiefs of
the fpirit.of party are fufficient to make it the intereft and duty of a wife people
to dxfcourage and reftrain it.

It ferves always to diftradt the pubhc councﬂs and enfeeble the public admi-
niftration. - It agitates the community with ill founded jealoufies and falfe
alarms; kindles the animofity of one part againft another, foments occafionally
riot and infurre@ion. It opens the door to foreign influence and corruption,
which find a facilitated accefs to the government itfelf through the channels of
party paffions. Thus the policy and the will of one country are fubjected to the
policy and will of another. _

There is an opinion that parties in frcc countries are ufeful checks upon the
‘#dminiftration of the government, awd ferve to keep alive the fpirit of liberty.
This within certain limits is probably true; and in governments of a mo-
narchical caft, patriotifm- may look with mdulgcnce if not with favour upon
“the {pirit of party. Batin thofe of the popular chara@er, in governments purely
eletive, it is a f{pirit not to be encouraged. From their natural tendency, it is
certain there will always be enough of that fpirit for every falutary purpole.
‘And there being conftant danger of excefs, the effort ought to be, by force of
public ‘opinion, to mitigite and aflurge it. A fire not to be quenched; it de-
thands a uniform vigilance to prevent its bm‘ﬁmg into a flame, left, inftead of
| warmmg it fhould confutmne.

It is important likewife, that the hablts of thinking.in a free country, fhould
infpire caution, in thofe intrufted with its adminiftration, to confine themfelves
' Wlthlh their refpc&wc conflitutional fpheres, avoiding. in the exercife of the powers
of oné department to'encroach upon another. The fpirit-of encroachment tends
to confolidate the powers of all the departments in one, and thus to create, what-
" ever the form of government, a real defpotifm. A jult eftimate of that love of
power,




