1817, LAWS OF MARYLAND.

CH2P. 112, have been kidnapped from their masters, protectors and parénts;
=~~~ and transported to distant places, and sold as slaves for life; to
prevent therefore such heinous offences, and to punish them when
committed, _
Smeentitet o 1. BE 1T ENACTED, by the Gencral Assembly of Maryland, That
frevitom Mera from and after the publication of this act, no person shall sell or
themasd = f dispose of any servant or slave, Who is or may be entifled to firee-
domi after a term of years, or after any particular time, or upon
any contingency, knowing the said servant or slave to be entitled
to freedom as aforesaid, to any person who shall not be at the time
of such sale a bona fide resident of this state, and wko h not
been a resident therein for the space of at least one year next pre-
ceding such sale, or to any person whomsoever who shall be pro-
cured, engaged or employed, to purchase servants or slaves for
any other person nat being resident as aforesaid; and if any per-
son claiming, possessing, or being entitled to such servant op
slave, shall sell or dispose of him or her to any person who is not
a resident as aforesaid, kno wing that such persen is not a resident
as aforesaid, or to any person who shall be pracared, engaged or
employed, to purchase servants or slaves for any other person not
being so resident, knowing the person so buying or receiving such
servant or slave to be so procured, engaged or employed, or who
shall sell or dispose of such servaut or slave for a longer term of
years, or for a longr time than he ar she is bound te serve, every
such person making any sueh sale or disposition contrary to the
Ieaning and intention of this act, shall be liable to indictment in
the county court of the county where such’ seller or sellers shall
reside, or sale be made, and on conviction shall be sentenced to
undergo confinerment in the penitefitiary for a term not exceeding
two years, according to the discretion of the court; and such sers
vant or slave who may have been sold contrary to the provisions
of this act, to any person who is not a resident as aforesaid, or to any
person who shall be procured, engaged or employed, to purchase
servants or slaves for any other person nat a resident as aforesaid;
shall be sold by the order of the court for the time he or she may
have to serve, for the benefit of the county where such conviction
shall be had, or for the use of the mayor and city council of Bal.
timare if the conviction shall be had in Baltimore city conrt.
Fersons notresia- 2, AXD BE IT ENACTED, That if auy person who is not a bong
ey beeate « Jide vesident of this state, and who has fot resided therein for the
Tegurchaiig - gpace of at least one year next prereding such purchase, shall pur-
chase or receive ok any contract any such servant or slave, who is
or may be entitled to freedom as aforesaid, knowing that such ser-
vant or slave is entitled, to freedom as aforesaid, or if any person
whomsoever who shall be procured, engaged or employed, to pur-
chase servants or slaves for any other person not being resident as
aforesaid, shall purchase or receive on any contract any such ser.
vant or slave entitled to freedom as aforesaid, knowing that such
servant or slave is entitled to freedom as aforesaid, with an interi~
tion to transport such servant or slave out of the state, every such
person making any such purchase or contract, contrary to the mean-
ing of this act, shall be liable to be indicted in-any county court in
this state where he may be found, and on conviction shall undergo
confinement in the penitentiary for a term mot exceeding two years;
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