MNov 1783,

CHAF. 72,

ﬁ-—w

Delendants ap-
pearing, shall file
L answer, &e

And may exhibic
ntevrogatories,
&e

Partyin contempt
0y afiue, &e.

APPENDIX.—~CHANCERY LAWS.

20. AND BE 11 ENACTED, That every defendant appearing at
the veturn court of the subpeena, shall file a good and sufficient
answer to the bill or petition exhibited against him, with the regig-
ter in chancery, on or before the fourth day of the couri next fol-
lowing the said vetarn court; and if the defendunt, (not baving
further time granted by the court to file an answer,) shall omit or
neglect to file such answer accordingly, the defendant shall be in
contempt, and the plaintiff shall and may, upon metion, have an
attachweni(g) of conten pt against him, and if the defendant upon
such attachment shall be veturned non est jeentfus, the plaintiff shall
be at fiberty to obtain, npon motion, the usvai process of attach-
ment with proclamations to compel the defendant to answer, and it
the defendant shall stand out the said process of attachment, and
attachment with proclamat ons, and shall not file a good and suffi-
cient answer by the retnrn court of the last of the said process, the
bill or petition fileds unless the defendant shall have farther time
granted him by the court to put in such answer, shall, upon motion,
be taken pro confesso (1), and such decree made thereupan as by the
court may be thought just, and if the said defendant shall have further
time granted him to answer, and the said defendant shall not, be-
tore the expiration of such further time, putin a good and suffi.
cient answer to the bill or petition exhibited arainst him, suel biff
or petition shall be taken pro confesso, without further delay, and
such decree made thereon as by the court may be decmed just, or
the chancellor may, in his discretion, in said cases, order commis-
fion to issue as aloresaid, or examine the plaintiff as aforesaid, and
thereupon decree as he shal! 1hink Jjust.

(g) By 1799, ch. 79, section 2. on failure of a defendant to appear, afcer such
attachment is returned attached, the chauncellor may, on application, limit a day
in the following term for his appearance and answering, or otheyrwise may take
the bill pro confesso, or divect a coramission, &c. and proceed to a decree,

) (h) By 1799, ch. 79, section 3, the chancellovis, in such cases, (in his disere-
tion,) either to take the bill pro confesso, or diveet a commission {or taking depo-
Sitions ez purie, &e.

21. AND BE 1T ENacTED, That in all cases the defendant in
chancery may exhibit interrogatories to the plaintidr, which shall
be answered by him in writing upon oath, and sneh answer shall
be evidence in the cause, in the same mantier, apd to the sawe ef-
fect, that the defendant’s answer to the plaintif’s bill is evidence,
and there shall be the same process, 2ud the same power exercised
by the chancellor to cempel the plaintiff’ to answer the defendant’s
tuterrogatories, as can be issued, or fawfully exercised, tv compel
the defendant to answer the plaiutitt’s bill.

22. ANB BE 1T ENACTED, ‘T'hat in order to enforce obedience
to the process, rules and orders, of the chancery court, in all cases
where any party or person shall be in contempt for disobedience,
non-performance ot nen-observance, of any process, rule or order,
of the chancellor or chancery court. or for any other matter or
thing whatsocver, whereby or wherein a contempt, according to
the rules, law, practice or course, of the said court, may be incup-
red, such party or persan shall, for every such contempt, and be-
fore he shall be released or discharged from the same, pay to the
register in chancery, (1o be by him accounted for uwpon oath, and
paid, at the end of every six months, to the treasurer of the wes-
tern shore, to the use of the state,) a sum not exceeding ten pounds



