THOMAS FOHNSOLN, Efg; Governor. 1777

C HA P X
An ACT to repeal part of an a& to promote the recruiting fervice.

-

Relating to the enlifting of fervants and apprentices.

: ~ C H A P. XIL
An ACT to punith foreftalling and engrofling, and for other purpofes.

To continue in force one year, &c. It expired with O&ober feffion in 1778, At that feffion another
4t pafled for the fame purpofe. .

C H A P XII
An ACT for the fpeedy recovery of {mall debts out of court.

, HEREAS the recovery of fmall debts in the county courts is attended Picamlis,
with heavy expence to the fuiters, and the jurifdiGtion of one juftice
of the peace, by the law heretofore made, not being fufficiently ex-
tended for the conveniency and benefit of the people,

IL. We it enabtew, by zbe general aflembly of Maryiand, That from and after Where any
the firft day of Auguft next, in all cafes where the real debt or damage doth not z‘bgc‘é;“, nes
exceed three pounds ferling, five pounds common money, or eight hundred fer. &c. any
pounds of tobacco, it thall and may be lawful for any one juftice of the peace of ¢ jutice
cach refpe@ive county wherein the debtor doth refide, to try, hear and determine, jﬁd’gfiq\m
the matter of controverfy between the creditor and debtor, and upon full hearing &
of the gllegations and evidences of both parties, fhall give judgment according to
the law of the land, and the equity and right of the matter, and, if need be,
charge the conftable with the body of the debtor in execution, who is hereby obli-
ged and empowered to carry the perfon fo committed to the theriff of the county,
together with a certificate or mittimus from fuch juftice, wherein fhall be certifi-
ed the debt and coft whereof fuch perfon fhall be convi&t, by him to be fafely
kept until fatisfaction, or other end thereof; or otherwife, that fuch juftice, or
any other juftice of the peace for the fame ceunty, fhall, within one year from the
time of the rendition of faid judgment, award execution thereon, (direCted to the
theriff of the county) by warrant or mittimus, in the nature of capias ad fatisfa-
ciendum, fieri facias, or otherwife, and that in cafe upon the return of any warrant,
or any complaint iffaed by any fuch juftice, it thall appear that the perfon againft
whom the fame fhall iffue is not to be found, it fhall and may be lawful for the
creditor to proceed, in the feveral and refpective county courts, for obtaining an
attachment, according to the direCtions of the adt for iflning out attachments in
this province, and limiting the extent of them, againft the goods, chattels and
credits, of fuch perfon, for any fum exceeding one hundred pounds of tobacco,
fix thillings fterling, or ten fhillings current money, any act or acls to the con-

trary notwithftanding.

I1I. dnp, whereas many times witneffes may be wanting, or the parties not
prepared to make good their allegations immediately on the appearance of a de-
fendant, fo that a further time may be neceffary to examine into the matter of ,
controverfy, 25¢ it enafted, That when any defendant fhall be brought on a war- Jultice map
rant before any juftice of the peace, fuch juftice may, if he in his difcretion fhall 5,0 o
think fit, give and allow to fuch defendant a future certain day, not exceeding pearance, on
fourteen days, to appear before fuch juftice, or any other juttice of the fame coun- gffi”d}icm
ty, at a certain place to be appointed, to anfwer unto fuch warrant, fuch defendant ¢, &
giving good and fufficient fecurity, if fuch juftice fhall award it neceflfary, by way
of recognizance, in the nature of bail, for the defendant’s appearance at the time
and place appointed, and paying what he fhall be condemned in on the faid war-
rant, or furrendering his perfon to prifon in fatisfaction thereof, or in default of
the defendant’s giving fuch fecurity, to commit fuch defendant to the theriff’s
cuftody ill he gives fuch bail ; and if the defendant fhall not appear at the time
and place appointed, judgment may be rendered againft him on fuch default, or
on an ex parte hearing, if the juftice does not fee caufe to the contrary ; and if
judgment fhall be in any manner rendered againft the principal debtor, and he
does mot pay fuch condemnation, or render himfelf on execution, to be iffned re-
turnable at the end of forty days from the iffuing thereof, & warrant thall and m?i
‘ @



