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An ACT concerning the admiffion and qualification of folicitors

, e and attornies. -
WHEREAS it is of the higheft confequence, not only te the fuitors, Prezmli..

‘but to the public,” that no perfons fhould be permitted to pradife as

- attornies or {olicitors, in the eourts of law or equity, or in the court

of admiralty or orphans courts, except gentlerden of integrity, ability, and

known attachment to our prefent governmeat, and principles of liberty and
independence, as happily eftablifhed by the late glorious revolution :

I WBe it enalen, &y the general affembly of Maryland; That n6 perfon fhall Quilification
hereafter be permitted to act as an attorney or folicitor in this ftite, or to fue out, ‘;fc‘“‘”c’m“s’
as attorney or folicitor, any writ or procefs, or to commence, carry on or defend,
any action or fuit, or any other proceedings, either before or after judgrent ob-
tained, in the name or names of any perfon or perfons, in any court of law or
equity, or in the-court of admiralty or orphans courts, uanlefs he fhall be a per-
fon of integrity, ability, and known and unqueftionable attachment te our pre-
fent government, and the principles of liberty and independence; and hath been,

or fhall hereafter be, admitted and enrolled, in the faid refpe@ive courts, as an
attorney or folicitor of the fame; and that the chanceller, and the judges and
juftices refpeQtively, fhall have full power, at all times, to fufpend; remove; of
%trike out of the roll of attornies or {oliciters, any fuch whe have been; or may
hereafter be, admitted as attornies or folicitors, aind who by them refpe@ively
1nay be confidered improper perfons to act as fuch, by reafon of ignoraace; want
of integrity, or difaffection to the government of this ftate, on confideration of
all circumftances, and the whole conduét and behaviour of fuch perfons; and
taking the oath of fidelity and fupport to this flate, fince the preliminary articles

of peace, by any perfon who was heretofore a nonjuror, fhall net be confidered
in itfelf as fufficient evidence of attachment to the government of this ftate, or
affection to the independence of America. :

- III. 9nb be it enafted, That the chancellor, before he admits any perfon as a Chancalior to
folicitor of the court of .chancery, and the refpective judges and juftices of the ;" o= P
¢ourts of common law, admiralty and orphans courts, before they admit any T
perfon as an attorney of their refpetive eourts, are hereby authorifed and re-
quired to examine, by fuch ways and means as to them relpectively fhall feem
proper, whether fuch perfon is {uitable and fit, with refpet to his knowledge,
abilities and integrity, and whether, on cenfideration of all circumftances, and
the whole conduét and behaviour of fueh perfon, he is well affeed to the pre-
fent government of this flate, and the principles of liberty and independence, as
eftablithed by the late revolution ; and if the chancellor, or fuch judges or juftices
refpe@ively, fhall be thereby fatisfied that fuch perfon is duly qualified to be
admitted to act as a {olicitor of the court of chancery, or as an attorney of the
refpective courts of common law; admiralty and orphans courts, then, and not
otherwife, the chancellor, or fuch judges or juftices, as the cafe may be, are
authorifed to adminifter to fuch perfon the caths directed by law to be taken by
an attorney or folicitor, and to caufe him to be admitted an attorney or f{olicitor
of fuch court refpe@ively. o

IV. o tie it enafted, That no perfon fhall hergafter be permitted to pradtife Perfons o re-
the law in this ftate, or admitted as an attorney or folicitor in any court of law peire sdmis.
or equity, or in the court of admiralty or orphans court, unlefs he has been an tnce, &.
inhabitant and fubjet of this or fome one of the United States, for two whole

years next preceding his application to be admitted, nor unlefs, if he hath been
an inhabitant and fubjet of fome other of the United States, he (hall have been
rcguliz'ly admitted an attorney or folicitor of fome court of record in the ftate of
which he was a fubje, and fhall produce from the judges or juflices of the faid
court a certificate of his having been fo admitted, and alfo a certificate from the
judges of the fuid conrt, or of the fupreme court, or from the governor of fuch
ftate, of his attachment to the principles of the late revolution. '
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