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roads refpe@ively ; and the feveral roads fo laid out and confirmed, or corrected,
and returned as aforefaid, fhall be for ever afterwards taken, held and adjudged,
in all courts of law and equity, public roads and common highways.

VIII. gGnb be it enafted, That the faid commiffioners appointed to lay ont
the roads aforefaid, fhall canfe the faid roads refpectively, when laid out and
marked as aforefaid, to be cut down and well cleared fifty-two feet wide, and
grubbed and ftoned forty feet wide, and fhall caufe a ditch to be cut on each fide
of the faid forty feet, where neceflary, of fix feet in breadth, and three feet in
depth, (or of fuch other breadth and depth as they may judge fufficient) to re<
cewve all water that may be drawn off the faid road by drains; and the faid com-
miffioners fhall alfo caufe proper and convenient caufeways, not lefs than twéhty
feet wide, to be made and raifed over miry or low ground, and thall caufe bridges,
not lefs than fixteen feet wide, with walls (or pofts and rails) to be built over
branches or runs of water, with ftene or brick arches fully fufficient, at ‘all
times, for the water to run under, and the faid commiffioners fhall caufe the
faid forty feet, where the ground will permit, to be raifed in the middle thereof
not lefs than eighteen inches higher than the fides, with a gradual fall to each
fide, and, where neceflfary, from the nature of the foil, they fhall caufe the faid
forty feet to be covered or crowned with {mall ftones, or coarfe gravel, and on
the fouth fide of the faid roads, and in the line of the faid forty feet, the faid com~
miflioners fhall caufe locuft, cedar -or chefhut pofts, not lefs than fix inches
fquare, and not lefs than three feet in and five feet above the ground, to be fet
up, not exceeding three hundred yards diftance from each other, and on the north
fide of the faid roads, and in the line of the faid forty feet, the faid commifiion~
ers thall caufe flones to be erefted, not lefs than two feet in and three feet above
the ground, at the end of every mile, and on each ftone to:be cut the diftance
o Baltimore-town ; and the faid commiffioners, for the direction of ftrangers,
fhall, on every road croffing the faid public roads, and on every road leading
therefrom, fet up guide-pofts, with boards with hands, letters and figures, paiated
thereon, noting the place to which fuch road goes, and the diftance, -+ ‘

IX. anp, whereas the ftreightening and widening the old roads, and making
the new, may caufe damage to the owners of the land through which the. faid
roads may pafs, and it is reafonable and juft ‘that the owners fhould (if they re-
quire it) receive compenfation therefor, B¢ it enafted, That if the proprietor
of the land through which the prefent roads ‘now pafs, and which fhall be con-
tinued by the faid commifiioners, fhall apply to them for any fatisfa&ion for the
addition of the forty-fix feet to the prefent legal breadth of the faid road, the
faid commiffioners may agree with the faid owner for the purchafe of foch addi-
tion, and may allow him therefor at a rate not exceeding eightéen pounds fifteen
fhillings ‘current money per mile; and if the faid new road fhall pafs through
any unimproved land, the owner may be alowed at the fame rate per mile of
fixty-fix feet wide; and if the addition to the old road of forty-fix tf;t, -ar the
new road of fixty-fix feet, fhall pafs through any improved ground, (buildings,
orchards, gardens and yards, excepted) the faid commiffioners may. agree with
the owner of fuch improved ground for the purchafe thereof, and may allow him
therefor:at a rate not exceeding thirty-two ‘pounds current money for every mile
of fuch road of fixty-fix feet wide; and at the fame rate for every mile of for-
ty-fix feet wide ; and in cafe the owner of the faid lands thall: refufe to make
fale thereof 'at a reafonable price, or be under any incapacity or difability of
making: fuch fale, or contracting: therefor, the faid: commiffioners refpedtive-
ly may iffue their warrant, direéted to the ftheriff of the county,’ commanding
him to fummon and return a jury of good and lawful men of his.county, to
be and appear before one or mere juftices..of the peace for the faid county on
the premifes, at a certain day in the faid ‘warrant’ exprefled; which jury, upon
their cath, to be adminiftered by fome juftice-of the peace, fhall inquire who is
or are the owner or owners of the lasd over ‘which the road runs or pafies, and
what damages fuch owner or owners will fuftain by se “ard occafion of car-
“faid jury dre hereby re-
quired to confider the convepjence.and benefis, andothe difadvantages; if any, by




