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rendered for any fum, thall be a lien on the lands of the debtor, fo as to be
preferred in fuch-diftribution, nor thall any procefs againft goods or lands be
preferred on fuch diftribution, except writs of fers facias, a@dally and bond fide
executed before the debtors application for rglicf as aforefaid ; and the chan-
cellor may, from time to time, make fuch orders refpecting the condu& of
fuch truftee or truftees, and may remove any truftee for mifbehaviour, and ap-
point another in his place, as juftice may iequire.

VII. dnbv be it enatted, That any ttuﬁf;e or truftees may, if neceffary,
fue in his or their own name or names for the recovery of any property or

debts belonging to fuch debtor, and conveyed, transferred or affigned, to fuch
~ truftee or truftees, agreeably te this act.

VIII. dnd, to prevent collufion between debtors and their creditors, and
cxpedite the adjuftment and diftribution of infolvents eftates, B¢ it enaden,
That the chancellor may, by order, limit and appoint the time for creditors
to bring in and declare their claims, and may examine fuch creditor, and alfo
the debtor, on oath, touching the fame, and on any contefted claim may, if
he thinks proper, order the fame, or any fa& concerning the fame, to be tried
on an iffue framed for that purpofe, and the chancellor may, in his difcretion,
perceiving the debtor is not likely to be entitled to a furplus, order that he be
- allowed and received as 2 witnefs on the trial of any {fuch iffue as aforefaid,
and the chancellor may order any of the produce of the infolvent’s eftate to
be fet apart and retained for the eventual fatisfaion of any contefted claim,
or to be brought again into diftribution; and if any creditor to whom a real
debt is due and owing, fhall collude and contrive with the debtor to gain an
undue preference in the fatisfaction of bis debt, or for concealment of any
part of the debtor’s eftate or effects, or thall contrive or concert.any acknow-
ledgment of the debtor by parole or in writing, or any kind of fecurity, to
give falfe colour to his claim for more than is bond fide due, fuch creditor

ihall lofe his debt truly due, and fhall be totally excluded in the diftribu-
tion.

IX. and be it enatted, That if any creditor, on the application of any fuch
debtor to the chancellor as aforefaid, or at any time within two years there-
after, fhall allege in writing, that fuch debtor hath, dire&tly or indire&ly,
fold, leffened, or otherwife difpofed of, in truft, or concealed any part of his
property of any kind, or any part of his debts, rights or claims, whereby to
feccure the fame, or to receive or expet any profit, benefit or advantage,
thereby, or to deceive or defraud his creditors, the chancellor fhall thereupon
ftay all proceedings, and may examine fuch debtor on interrogatories, on oath
or affirmation, for the difcovery of his property, or any coricealment thereof,
and refpeting his condué touching the fame, or the chancellor may, in his
difcretion, dire@ an iffue to be tried in the general court, or the county court
where fuch debtor refides, to determine the truth of any allegation made b
fuch creditor, and if fuch debtor fhall be found guilty of any wilful fraud or
deceit of his creditors, he fhall for ever be precluded from having any benefit
of this a®, and any property by him conveyed in truft for his creditors, thall
remain and belong to them, and he fhail be liable to them for any balance ;
and if any debtor, who thall take the oath or affirmation by this a& dire&ted,
fhall, upon indictment, be convict of wilfully, falfely and corruptly, fwearing
or affirming to any matter or thing in fuch oath or affirmation contained, fuch
perfon thall fuffer as in cafe of wilful and corrupt perjury, and likewife be li-
able to his creditors, and thall have no relief by, or benefit of, this a@.

X. dnd be it enated, That if any debtor fhall prefer any of his creditors,
except fecurities, who have éond fide become fuch before the paffing of this a&,
fuch preference (hall be void in law and equity, and any money paid, or pro-
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