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The Legislature at its spssion of January, 1858, P&88$d ant
Act relea.smg the estate of Moses Sheppard deceased, of Bal‘
timore city, from the payment of the collateral tax. The
property belongmg to the estate w&s consnderable, and it hav-
ing been devised and bequeathed to the establishment of an.
Tnsane Agylum, the Legislature released the collateral tax
upon it, which would have amounted to about $15,000. This
exemption reduced the return of the Register of Wills of Bal-
timore city, and will account for the falling off in the receipts
from this class of officers,'' ' Uil .. ..

It gives the Comptroller. pleaguse to state that the Registers
of .Wills have, for the most part, during the year just closed,
made their returns andwp&ymems-te -this Department with
promptoess and regularity,; i,

The Register of ‘Wills for. Garql-,me County is in default for
revenue which agerued imi his hands from the first of June
to the firgt of Novembes, 18617, and for a balance upon his
return to the first of June, 1858..., .

‘Lhe passage: of 813w requirings the Registers of Wills-to
malke quarterly reports to this office, certified to and attested
by t;aq.J uqﬁqs of th? ()rp];u;mi; Cfo rb would, it is beleved, be
an excellent proylslon Oue of 4 e ‘objects im establishimg the
Comgtroller g oﬁée wag to- make 1(; a check upon the account
ing oﬂicers of the State. Thls obJect is fully accomplished so
far xa,sﬂtl;e C‘lerk:? of Cgmts are concerned in the regulations
for the Mumg of licerises. Therd is nio such check upon the
Reg}sters o le:ls, foly ‘the’ duﬁhwt’e recéipts have proved ut-
terly worthless, arid thié: mhethod ‘proposed séems best adapted
to ‘ahigwet ‘the purpose ‘Qebired /11" Their payments into the
Treasu.ry could be maﬂe 4b at’ p’réébnrb pro*mied for.

EXCES§ of‘b FEES.

he rqympts ;g the., sc;s), Jgar.on thls accaunt under the
pmvtg.lop& qfl' ‘the ﬁrst \schlgx&‘gf the t;enth Artmlg of the Con-
stitution, pnd chapter 444, of the Agts of the Assembly of
1853, . gmgynted tq $,1V‘Q4§,,33,," be,q_a_g lgss than one-half the
sy reperfed, in 1847, Of the pmount received the present
State’s Attorney of Balfimare City paid .into the Tressury




