xi

tions liave 16 doubt ‘been attended with.a¥.1itls expense ‘as
possible. It is clearly the' iliterest of the Stute “to sell this
property. Lo e T
. The receipts, durihg the fiscal year, from: bicensg to Catch
Oysters, issued ;under chapter 181 of .1863; amounted -to
$1,430.20. A much larger sum will' be realized before- the
close of the license year, the 1st of Juné nekt, but it is not be-
lieved, unless some means be provided: for the speedy and
effective punishment of the violaters of the law, that the re-
ceipts from this source will exceed, in any one year,$50,000.
A tax of two or three cents per bushel, if'its coliedtion be
practicable, wonld yield a much larger vevenue:: 1w ivein
- The' Act should be amended in several” phfticaldls. =1 ré-
spectfully suggest that a Justice of the Peacd bé adthorized to
administer the oath required of the applicant: for dreddibg
license. The expense and trouble of 8 visit: to 'thiz Office
may thus be saved tg those who reside at a distance: = ' -
There have been no sales of the Land Sciip, dmiguiitiig to
nearly two hundred and ten thousand acres, which™ was do-
nated to the State by the Act of Congress of July 2d, 1862,
for the benefit of agriculture and the metHanic aets.. The

moht bf last year of $7,284;836.  This. dtiePaita. (5owu4ed,
by the fact that all assessmients on account of slaves;wérdde-
ducted from the tax books, as required by chidpter 113'of ‘1865
The importance of a general agsegsment ,:v;vgg? urged upon:
the General Asiémbly at its last session. by my predecessor:.
I respectfully, but earnestly reiterate the recos ion; ¢
“According to''the general assessmens made in- .
§561,24

value of real and personal pro ;fe}gh:ggjaé; 2613 e‘g

itiflg 40 incredde of $49,667,895 when compared. withyth,,
year immediately preceding, and of $64,492,5615, qr:

thirty-three per centum, when compht w?ﬁ%ﬁé»’gﬁe I
sessment of 1847, only eleven years before, oo e

When it ig considered that more than thirteen. years have
elapsed since the assessment in 18562, and that the State has
rapidly increased in population, wealth and general prosperi-
ty, and that the assessment of the present year exceeds the
general assessment of’ 1852, but in the sum ot $17,263,859,
or less than seven per centum; it is not unreasonable to sup-
pose that a new assessment would insure a taxable basis of at
least $350,000,000, notwithstanding the large investments by
the people of the State in non-taxable Government securities.
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