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building may be erected, or his agent, the person so doing work
or furnishing materials, or both, shall not be entitled to a lien
unless, within sixty days after furnishing the same, he or his
agent shall give notice in writing to such owner or agent, if
resident within the city or county, of his intention to claim
such lien.
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12, If such notice cannot be given on account of absence or
other causes, the claimant or his agent may, in the presence of
a competent witness and within sixty days, place said notice
upon the door or other front part of said building and shall
file a claim with the clerk of the circuit court for the county or
the superior court of Baltimore city, as the case may be, as
hereinafter mentioned.
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13. In all cases in which a contractor or builder of a house
shall have purchased materials or contracted for work and the
party with whom such contract was made shall have given
notice as required in the two preceding sections to the owner
of such building, it shall be lawful for the owner to retain
from the cost of such building the amount which he may ascer-
tain to be due to the party giving such notice ; and in case any
lien be laid by the party giving such notice and be also laid
by the contractor or builder, the said contractor or builder
shall receive only the difference between the amount due him
and that due the person giving the notice.
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14. Any person furnishing work or materials, or both, and
complying with the provisions of this article shall be entitled
to the lien hereby given without regard to the amount of his
claim.
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