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ARTICLE 4.
Of the Executive Department.

§ 1. The supreme executive power of the state shall be vested m a
governor, who shall be chosen by the electors of the state, and shall hold
his office for one year from the first Wednesday of May next succeeding
his election, and until his successor be duly qualified.  No person who
is not an elector of this state, and who has not arrived at the age of
thirty, shall be eligible.

§ 2. At the meetings of the electors, in the respective towns, in the
month of April in each year, immediately after the election of senators,
the presiding officers shall call upon the electors to bring in their ballots
for him whem they would elect to be governor, with his name fairly
written. When such ballots shall have been received and counted, in
the presence of the electors, duplicate lists of the persons voted for, and
of the number of votes given for each, shall be made and certified by the
presiding officer, one of which lists shall be deposited in the office of the
town clerk, within three days, and the other within ten days after the
said election, shall be transmitted to the secretary, or to the sheriff of the
county in which such election shall have been held, The sherift' re-
ceiving said votes shall deliver, or cause them to be delivered, to the
secretary, within fifteen days next after said election. The votes so re-
turned shall be ted by the tr Y 'y, and comptroller,
within the month of April: A fair list of the persons and number of
votes given for each, together with the returns of the presiding officers,
shall be, by the treasurer, secretary, and comptroller, made and laid be-
fore the general assembly then next to be holden, on the first day of the
session thereof ; and said assembly shall, after examination of the same,
declare the person whom they shall find to be legally chosen, and give
him notice accordingly. If no person shall have a mujority of the whole
number of said votes, or if two or more shall have an equal and the
greatest number of said votes, then said assembly on the second day of -
their session, by joint ballot of both houses, shall proceed, without debate,
to choose a governor from a list of the names of the two persons having
the greatest number of votes, or of the names of the persons having an
equal and highest number of votes so returned as aforesaid. The gene-
ral assembly shall by law prescribe the manner in which all questions
concerning the election of a governor or lieutenant-governor shall be de-
termined. -

§ 3. At the annual meetings of the electors, immediately after the elec-
tion of governor, there also shall be chosen, in the same manner as is herein
before provided for the election of governor, a lieutenant-governor, who
shall continue in office for the same time, and possess the same qualifi-
cations.

§ 4. The compensations of the governor, lieutenant-governor, sena-
tors, and representatives shall be established by law, and shall not be
varied 50 as to take effect until after an election which shall next suc-
ceed the passage of the law establishing said compensation.

§ 5. The governor shall be captain-general of the militia of the state,
except when called into the service of the United States.

§ 6. He may require information, in writing, from the officers in the




