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atives, have voted for calling a convention, the general assembly
shall, at their next regular session, direct that a similar poll shail
be opened, and return made for the next election for representatives;
and if, thereupon, it shall appear that a majority of all the citizens
of this state, entitled to vote for representatives, have voted for call-
ing a convention, the general assembly shall, at their next session,
pass a law calling a convention, to consist of as many members as
there shall be in the house of representatives, and no more; to be
chosen on the first Monday in August thiéreafter, in the same manner
and proportion, and at the same places, and possessed of the same
qualifications of a qualified elector, by citizens entitled to vote for
representatives; and to meet within three months after their elec-
tion, for the purpose of re-adopting, amending, or changing this con-
stitution ; but if it shall appear by the vote of either year, as afore-
said, that a majority of all the citizens entitled to vote for represent-
atives did not vote for calling a convention, a convention shall not
then be called. And for the purpose of ascertaining whether a
majority of the citizens, entitled to vote for representatives, did or
did'not vote for calling a convention, as above, the general assembly
passing the law authorizing such vote shall provide for ascertaining
the number of citizens entitled to vote for representatives within the
state.

%2. The convention, when assembled, shall judge of the election
of its members and decide contested elections, but the general as-
sembly shall, in calling a convention, provide for taking testimony in
such cases and for issuing a writ of election in case of a tie.

ARTICLE XIIL—DBill of Rights.

That the general, great, and essential principles of liberty and free
government may be recognised and established ; wWe DECLARE,

4 1. That all freemen, when they form a social compact, are equal,
and that no man, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive, separate
public emoluments or privileges from the community, but in con-
sideration of public services.

¢ 2. That absolute, arbitrary power over the lives, liberty, and
property of freemen, exists nowhere in a republic—not even in the
largest majority.

¢ 3. The right of property is before and higher than any consti-
tutional sanction; and the right of the owner of a slave to such
slave, and its increase, is the same, and as inviolable as the right of
the owner of any property whatever.

4 4. That all power is inherent in the people, and all free govern-
ments are founded on their authority, and instituted for their peace,
safety, happiness, security, and the protection of property. For
the advancement of these ends, they have at all times an inalienable
and indefeasible right to alter, reform, or abolish their government,
in such manuver as they may think proper.

25. That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship
Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences ;
that no man shall be compelled to attend, erect, or support any place
of worship, or to maintain any ministry against his consent; tha




