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people ought, consequently, to have a particular attention to all those
principles, in the choice of their officers and representatives, and they
have & right to require of theirlawgivers and magistrates an exact and
constant observance of them, in the formation and execution of all the
laws necessary for the good administration of the commonwealth.

19. The people have a right, in an orderly and peaceable manner, to
assemble to consult upon the common good ; give instructon to their
rep ives; and to request of the legislative body, by the way of
addresses, petitiors, or remonstrances, redress of the wrongs done them
and of the grievances they suffer.

20. The power of suspending the laws, or the execution of the laws,
ought never to be exercised but by the legislature ; or by authority de-
rived from it, to be exercised in such particular cases only as the legis-
lature shall expressly provide for.

21. The freedom of deliberation, speech, and debate, in either house
of the legislature, is so essential to the rights of the people, that it cannot
be the foundation of any accusation or prosecution, action or complant,
in any other court or place whatsoever.

22. The legislature ought frequently to assemble, for the redress of
grievances, for correcting, strengthening, and confirming the laws, and
for making new laws, as the common good may require.

23. No subsidy, charge, tax, impost, or duties, ought to be established,
fixed, laid, or levied, underany pretext whatsoever, without the consent
of the people, or their representatives in the legislature.

24, Laws made to punish for actions done before the existence of
such laws, and which have not been declared crimes by preceding laws,
are unjust, oppressive, and inconsistent with the fundamental principles
of a free government.

25. No subject ought, in any case, or in any time, to be declared
guilty of trcason or felony by the legislature.

26. No magistrate, or court of law, shall demand excessive bail or
sureties, impose excessive fines, or inflict cruel or unusual punish-
ments.

27. In time of peace, no soldier ought to be quartered in any house °
without the consent of the owner; and in time of war, such quarters
ought not to be made but by the civil magistrates, in amanner ordained
by the legislature.

28. No person can in any case be subjected to law martial, or to any
penalties or pains by virtue of that law, except those employed in the
army or navy, and except the militia in actual service, but by the’
authority of the legislature.

29, It is essential to the preservation of the rights of every individual,
his life, liberty, property,and character, that there be an impartial inter-
pretation of the laws, and administration of justice. It is the right of
every citizen to be tried by judges as free, impartial and independent,
as the lot of humanity will admit. Tt is, therefore, not only the best
policy, but for the security of the rights of the people, and of every citi-
zen, that the judges of the supreme judicial court should hold their offices
as long as they behave themselves well ; and that they should have ho
nourable salaries ascertained and established by standing laws.

30. In the government of this commonwealth, the legislative depart
ment shall never exercise the executive and judicial powers, or either o1




