" In England from 1694 to 1696 on official business and did not sit in the second through sixth sessions of this Assem-
bly.

' Randolph, surveyor general of customs, was not a resident colonist. He was in Maryland for only the first three ses-
sions of the Assembly.

’ Robert Smith became ill during the fourth session, resigned the speakership, and returned home. Cheseldyne was im-
mediately elected to replace him.

‘ Johns and Edmundson were dismissed from the first session, because as Quakers they were unable to subscribe to the
oaths required of delegates. Coode was dismissed from the seventh session after a prolonged debate, because as a for-
mer minister he was ruled ineligible by English law to sit in the Assembly.

* His election was ruled invalid because there was no official vacancy; the voters were apparently seeking to replace
John Watson, who was in England in 1696.

* Prince George's, recently established as a county, had its first representation at the fifth session. One of its delegates,
William Hutchinson, previously sat from Charles County. Confusion over his status led to the election of Thomas Hol-
lyday to the seventh session, but that election was declared invalid because no vacancy existed.

ROYAL ASSEMBLY OF 1697/98-1700

Francis Nicholson, governor 1, 2
Nathaniel Blakiston, governor 3, 4

FIRST SESSION: March 10, 1697/98-April 4, 1698
SECOND SESSION: October 20-November 12, 1698
THIRD SESSION: June 29-July 22, 1699
FOURTH SESSION: April 26-May 9, 1700
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