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Sir:—I have the honor to ack wled > the receipt of your note of
the 22d inst., inclosing a iﬁ »of resolutions of th?ﬁm Dele-
. gates, e 10th inst,,

liance with one of said
resolutions, that I woul oommumeate to m

g s ommlteeehm “mﬁ:ga.
tmnu may possess, touchin e existence of geeret itical societies
in this State, and of the naturegand character of the secre .

secrets they preserve,
That I may occasion you no dehﬁ upon the discharge of the
duty imposed npcin you by the House m I hasten to make

ou a prompt r »

. 1 bepg lefve 1? t{:e first place to express to the Gemmjttee " sincere
gratification, that the popular bruu? of the Legislature, s seen fit
thus promptly to respond to this portion of my and to institute
an investigation relative to the matters therein briefly considered. The

subject is one of great ma itude, in every point of view, affecting most
de}:g)ly honorofthegm,aswe utﬁ

peace and good order of
soemey, and unquestionably demands at your hudg the most rigid and
thorough examination,
1 mneerel{hhope that no time may bé lost, and no proper effort spared,
m elici e#uﬁh in relation fo the;mbjeot matter of the proposed
inquiry.

ret to pereeive from the lang nﬂbe reaolnﬁons of the Honau '
a8 werflghs ﬁ'ompetlie debate to whi

rise, that some pre-
hension seemed to exist in the minds” the members f the
House of Delegates ' .a&. intended to be embra--

ced b
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