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The Department of Legislative Setvices was created in
1997 (Chapters 635 and 636, Acts of 1997). Its origins,
however, trace to the formation of the Department of
Legislative Reference in 1906 and the Department of Fis-
cal Services in 1947.

Department of Legislative Reference. The Department of Leg-
islative Reference originally was created in 1906 to serve
the Baltimore City Council (Chapter 565, Acts of 1906).
In 1916, that department also began assisting the General
Assembly (Chapter 474, Acts of 1916). The State’s por-
tion of the Department transferred in 1965 to the Legis-
lative Branch (Chapter 453, Acts of 1965). In 1966, the
Department severed any affiliation with the City of Balti-
more and established permanent offices in Annapolis
(Chapter 571, Acts of 1966). The Department of Legis-
lative Reference was abolished in 1997 and its functions
assigned to the Department of Legislative Services (Chap-
ters 635 and 636, Acts of 1997).

Department of Fiscal Services. The Department of Fiscal
Services originated in 1947 as the Fiscal Research Bureau
(Chapter 605, Acts of 1947). By 1965, the Bureau was
placed under the General Assembly. The Bureau reorga-
nized in 1968 as the Department of Fiscal Services (Chap-
ter 456, Acts of 1968). In 1997, the Department of Fiscal
Services was abolished and its functions moved to the
Department of Legislative Services (Chapters 635 and 636,
Acts of 1997).

Department of Legislative Services. The Department of Leg-
islative Services operates under the policies and directives
of the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House
of Delegates, the Legislative Policy Committee, and the
Joint Audit Committee. The Department provides staff
services to the standing committees of the Legislature
and to any commissions or committees that the General
Assembly or the Legislative Policy Committee may ap-
point. The Department also provides accounting, print-
ing, bill distribution, telecommunication, and supply ser-
vices to the General Assembly. In addition, the Depart-
ment administers programs for interns, pages, and public
affairs. Publications available from the Departmentinclude
the nine-volume Legislative Handbook series and Your Voice
in Annapolis.

Historically, the Department has conducted research and
drafted legislation for members of the General Assem-
bly. The Department also has provided legislative bills,



