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L AWS of MARYLAND.

burgh, thence along the middle of the {1id road to a ftone ftanding on the eaft
fide of the reedy branch of Goofe Creck, thence fouth-eafterly, making an angle
of fixty-one degrees and twenty minutes with the meridian, to a ftone ftanding
in the road leading from Bladeniburgh to the Eaftern Branch ferry, thence fouth
to a ftone eighty poles north of the eaft and weft line already drawn from the
mouth of Guofe Creek to the Eaftern Branch, then eaft, parallel to the faid eaft
and wett line, to the Eaftern Branch, then with the waters of the Eaftern Branch,
Patowmack river and Rock Creek, to the beginning ; which hath fince been called
the City of Wathington: And whereas it appears to this general aflembly highly juft
and expedient, that all the lands within the faid city thould contribute, in due pro-
portion, in the means which have already very greatly enhanced the value of the
whole; that an incontrovertible title ought to be made to the purchafers, under public
fancion ; that allowing foreigners to hold land within the faid territory, will greatly
contribute to the improvement and population thereof ; and that many temporary
provifions will be neceflary, till congrefs exercife the jurifdiction and government
over the faid territory : And whereas, in the cefiion of this ftate, heretofore made,
of territory for the government of the United States, the lines of fuch ceflion

eould not be particularly.-defignated ; and it being expedient and proper that the
fame thould be recogrifed in the atts of this ftate,

II. B¢ it enaded, &y 252 General Affembly of Maryland, That all that part of
the faid territory, called Columbia, which lies within the limits of this ftate, thall
be and the fame is hereby acknowledged to be for ever ceded and relinquithed to the
congrefs and government of the United States, in full and abfolute right, and exclu-
five jurifdiction, as well of foil as of perfons refiding, or to refide, thercon, purfudht
to the tenor and effect of the eighth fection of the firft article of the conftitution of
government of the United States ; provided, that nothing herein contained fhall
be {o conftrued to veft in the United States any right of property in the foil, as
to affe@t the rights of individuals therein, otherwie than the fame fhall or ma
be transferred by fuch individuals to the United States; and provided alfo, that
the jurifdition of the laws of this ftate, over the perfons and propertv of indivi-
duals refiding within the limits of the ceffion aforefuid, fhall not ceafe or deter-
mine until congrefs thall by law provide for the government thereof, under their
jurifdiction, in manner provided by the article of the conftitution before recited.

TII. 9nd be it enafted, That all the lands belonging to minors, perfons abfent
out of the ftate, married women, or perfons nom compos mentis, or lands the
property of this ftate, within the limits of Carrollfburgh and Hamburgh, fhall
be and are hereby {ubjected to the terms and conditions herein before recited, as
to the lots where the proprietors thereof have agreed concerning the fame ; and
ell the other lands, belonging as aforefaid, within the limits of the faid city of
Wathington, fhali be and are hereby fubjeCted to the fame terms and conditions
as the faid Notley Young, Daniel Carroll, of Duddington, and cthers, have, by
their faid agreements and deeds, fubjected their lands to, and where no convey-
ances have been made, the legal eftate and truft are hereby invefted in the faid
Thomas Beall, fon of George, and John Mackall Gantt, in the fame manner as
if each proprietor had been competent to make, and had made, a legal conveyance
of his or her land, according to the form of thofe already mentioned, with proper
acknowledgments of the cxecution thereof, and, where neceffary, of releafe of
dower ; and in every cafe where the proprietor is an infant, a married woman,
infane, abfent out of this ftate, or thall not attend on three manths advertifement
of notice in the Maryland Journal, and Baltimore Advertifer, the Maryland
Herald, and in-the George-town and Alexandria papers, {o that.allotment cannot
take place by agreement, the commiffioners aferefaid, or any two of them, may
allot and aflign the portion or fhare of fuch proprietor, as near the old fituation
as may be, in Carrolifburgh-and Hamburgh, and to the full value of what the
party might claim under the terms before recited; and, as to the other jands
within the faid city, the commiffioners aforefaid, ar any two of them, fhall make
fuch allotment and affignment, within the lands belonging to the fame perfon,
in alternate lofs, determining by lot or ballot whether the party fhall begin with
the loweflt aumber ; provided, that in the cafes of coverture-and infaray, if the
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