MARVIN MANDEL, Governor 3861

rate; providing exceptions tc the collecticn of the
tax; and requiring the payment of such taxes within
a_certain period of time as a frerequisite to the
transfer of title in certain cases.

May 26, 1977
Hcncrable Jchn Hanson Briscoe
Speaker of the House of Delegates
State House
Arnapolis, Maryland 21404

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In accordance with Article II, Secticn 17 of the
Maryland Ccnstitution, I have today vetoed House Bill
522.

This ©E£ill transfers from the State Department of
Assessments and Taxation to Baltimcre City and the
counties the task of ccllecting certain local transfer
taxes.

During the legislative prccess, Hcuse Eill 522 was
amended sukstantially. The Attcrney General has advised
e that, while the bill is constitutional, it ccntains,
in its £final form, a serious legal defect. That defect
is that, with respect to each of the taxes dealt with,
the effect of the bill is tc fprovide an "uncertain,
cpen—2nded and arqguably mconsensical payment date for the
tax." A copy of the Orinion of the Attcrney General is
attached and should be considered a part of this veto
messagee.

I have no objection to the placement of the tax
collection task, with respect to theses particular taxes,
with the subdivisioms. However, 1if the State is to
transier this task to the counties, it should ke done in
a3 manner that 1s free of ©poctential legal defects or
intergretive problems. The clarity needed in statutory
language 1s all the mcre necessary in statutes dealing
with tax matters.

For this reasons I bave decided tc vetc Hcuse Bill
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Sincerely,
Marvin Mandel
Governcr

Letter from State Law Defpartment cn
House Bill 522

May 19, 1977



