Prdéﬁeatus. ;

Debut an

In making our first appearance among the great throng
of the public journals of the day, it is incumbent upon
us to say why we appear, and so give some idea of what
we have in view in so appearing—in other words, it is
expected of us te display eur prospectus, and give the
course we purpese parsuiog, snd then we may lipwe the
privilegesof wsking of'a diseerning and gemerous public,
8 support equal to what it may deenr commensurate with
the merit of our effort..

In the first place therefore, it is onr intention to make
the Crurer a-general directory of all the Hogpitals-of the
Medical Bepartment. of Annapolis;’ te give a gencral
eutline of the localities of the offices, and officers connect-
ed with the post; the commander, officers in charge of
the different Hospitals, and the different boards that
may beinsession at the time of publications, or in pros--
pectiof convention.

‘We purpose it shall confain a complete register of  all’
efficers, and men, admitted to this Hespital for treatment;
of all whoreturn to duty; of all who are discharged from
services; of all who leave on furloughs; and of all deaths.
It will contain also, all circulars, and orders, in rela-
tiow te farlaughs, and leaves of absence; and other ¢ir-
culars, and orders, of general interest, either emansting
from this Hospital or this department. In a word, it is
our intention to make it a complete Hosprrar, Gumz for
residents or stramgers visiting the Hospital, as wel as
for persons who have friends in, or business with the
Hospitals of this district, to enable them to see at a
glunce; what course will be necessary, in furtherance,
eitliar of the object of their visit o communication.

In tlte second place we desire to make it as far as practi-
eable, a literary and current News Jounsan., In addi-
tion to editorials, it will contain, original contributions,
and communications, and selectionsfrom the best anth-
ors, as well as copious extracts from the Knapsack, a lit-
erary, and hamorous paper, edited by the Ladies in con-
ncction withh the Vaspemmesr Literary Association of
this- Hospital, and from other public journals, and a
summary of the best mews, and the operations of the
ATTIY

Thivdly, we desire to make it also. benefiinl to tlhe
soldier personally, by relieving the tedium of & Hospital
life, by giving variety to its menetony; by strength-
ening his interest for good reading, and prodacing sub-
Jects for thought and’ econsideration; and by. eliciting,
and encouraging his intelleetual powers, by offering an
opportunity to display themr.. And: lastly, but not the
Teast worthy of netice—we *desire to make it a source of
pleasure and satisfactionto his friends at home, by giv-
ing them constant evidence of his safety, and, at least,
the.temporal providénces that surround him..

Ttwill. be seont then. thatiwe have & very extenmsive
field* Defore- us, and ohject im view—an object. of in-
tormation, interest and puidince to the public atlarge—
an ehbject of benefiting the soldiers in the Hospital ;
and an ehjeet of pleasure. and. satisfaction. to his friends
at home, -

To sum up—we hope to make it. & readable -paper—
fit for the fireside or the ficld—comprensive as well to
the young as.te the old—and eminently worthy of the
confidence, encouragement, and. support” that we now
ask for it. .

The Knapsack.

This is'a paper edited by the nehle corps of Lady Nur-
ses connected with the Haespital at Annapolis, Division
No. I, under the charge of Surgeon B. A. VANDERKIERS,
T8 the paper read! before the Lyceuwm in this Hespital
at’ theit regular meetings: leld. weekly om Tuesday
evVewings.. :

The editors of the Cruren are Kindly permitted to se-
Iect any articles they may clibose for publication. We
shall often.avail eurselves of this privilege. The papers
which we have heard read show that many of the contri-
budors are ably gualified td write for the improvensemt
and endertainment of all who attend the meetings of the
Hycenm.

IFrom the Knapsacl.

A Letter From ““Santa Klaus.”

Cpsvressi—Ilaving returned’ to my home, after
my yearly visit te the earth, and during my stay there,
having witnessed some sights which wonderfully pleased
| my fanev, Teannot eonsider my Christmas Inbors ended.
till'T write yow & few lines, cxpressing my pleasure at
the “Merry Christmas’’ passed im your Hospital.

Arriving at Amnapolis on the 21st, I had smple op-
portunity for secing all the great preparatioms. for the
memorable 25th, ~ One evening as [ was passing your
Chapel door; 1.was attracted by the busy sounds within,
and entering slyly, perehed myself on theorgan, where I
could wateh the proceedings and not be scen. On the
floor, in the centre of the hmll; were seated a dozen young
Indics and gentlemenw “q lo Ture.'’. busily engaged in
covering long ropes witha variety of evergreens,  There
appeared to be something in the employment eminently
amusing, for oceasionally loud bursts of laughter issued
from the yeung men, accompanied by a feminine re-
sponse from the ladies. L could mot sec the particular
abjeet of their mirth, but ¢culd not refrain from indulg-
img iwa smile, for it really gladdened my old heart to
see 5o much hifarity asé hear a hearty langh. Dvery
one appearcd te be busy, except a few young men, who
seemedl to enjoy the society of the ladies more than their
work, and really, Miss Editress, I could not blame them.
I watched the decoration of your Chapel until its com-
pletion, and having had considerable experience in such
matters can truly say that I have never seen anything
that surpassed it; and when, on Christmas eve, I attend-
ed divine service, and saw the appropriate sentence:—
“ Let every thing that hath breath, praise the Lord)’
on the panneling of the gallery, and the bright smiling
faces that surmounted it, it filled my heart with grati-
tude, and I thanked God that I was again permitied to.
hear:—**While the shepherds watched their flocks by
night,"”’” beautifully sung by more beautiful singers.—
The text—‘‘Peace on earth, good will to men,” met
with an undeniable *‘Amen” from the- bottom. of my
heart,

After the services, T wend@d my way in the divection
of Section 3, from whence issued sounds of music and:
mirth.  As T entered Ward A, my ears were greeted
with—*Ladies to the night,)" ‘" Allemande left,” * Eight
hands round,”’ and certainly, I never saw soldiers obey
arders more promptly than en this eccasion. The La-
dies, too, advanced and retreated with the skill of vet-
erang; every countenance was smiling, and all scemed
to consider the whele affhir a decidedly rieh joke. On
inquiring of a bystander the meaning of it all, he in-
formed me that it was a Secial Assembly, given by the
Surgeon in-charge to the inmates of the Hospital; and

trouble,  when he saw how many hearts he had made
glad’
ing from the Church to the Ball-room, Dut my creed,
which-is remarkably liberal, does not prohibit dancing,
consequently I felt no compunctions of conscience. At

[ Bim I formed an acquaintance, During owr conversa~
tion he informed ¢ that he belonged to the order of
Y Kaights of the Quill,”  Having never heard of this or-

cepted his invitation to pass the rest of the night among
the fraternity. He escorted me fo & couple of buildings
apart from the Hospital, and with great eeremony ush-
ered me into the presence of a dozen yeung men. of lit-
erary appearance and Samitary habiliments.
greatly amused withi their performances, and have come
to the conclusion that it must have been the Hespital
Menagerie. Those clerks are a jolly set of fellows, with
a decided talent for doubleshuflles and raw oysters.—
The next morning é

“Aurora called us precisely at seven,

And swepé alt the-clouds from the face of the hexven.™

Never was there a more propitious day for a ** Merry

Christmas.” One by one the Kuights came dancing in
| to‘breakfast, and one by one retived. Bidding adicu to
the noble order, I started on a tour of inspection through

-

I have na doubt, but that he was amply repaid for his |

There may be a seeming inconsistency in my go- |

two in the morning the dancers commenced to retire.— |
A curious looking young man lingered hehind, and with |

der, and being somewhat curvious on the subject, I ac~

T was|

the Hospital. My limited time prevented me from seeing
all the beautiful decorations in the different wards, sud
I trust no one will take offence if I fail to notice theip
particular departments.. The upper portion of Section 1,
was certainly beautiful, and 1 held my breath as I en~
tered what scemed to be a second Arcadin. It made
such an impression on my mind that when I emerged into
the cold air, everything appeared bleak and desolate.—
Passing on to the General Office, I stopped in, hoping to
catch a glimpse of Dr. Vayvrnrikiger, but he was out, and
on hig, door was posted a notice, saying: ** Gone to Mep-
wy Chwistmas.’”

The Chapel next demanded my attention, as I wished
to see it by daylight. 1 shall not attempt a description,
as the contrast between it and the reality would be too
great. I particularly noticed the National emblem over
the arch which was artistic and elegent, rhd ¢oupled
with the holier symbol above it, the effect was grand.

The large building in Section "2, was ‘so beautifully
decorated, that I can think of no adjective toexpress my
admiration. When the Engligh language was establish-
ed, it was not known thaf such perfection in the art of
decoration could be attained, consequently a great defi-
ciency exists therein, and the heauty of these wards can
never be known, till N. P, Wuwis cofns a few words
apropos. 1

At one o’clock I arrived at Section 5, and after admir-
ing the numerous adornments, particularly the “God-
dess of Liberty,”” on one of the tents, 1 approached the
dinner table, occupying the whole of ward (i, to witness
the preparations. LEvery one was running to and from
the kitchien, and though the idea of perpetual motion
alwaysscemed to me absurd, yet the manner in which
one lady bustled about, fully convinced me that such a
thing was possible. Surely I never saw a table more
tastefully soranged. Epicurus himself, could not have
wished for daintier difhes. But the part T most enjoyed
was seeing the food vanish, when the crippled veterans
commenced eating. Sfanding at the head of the table,
where I cauld talke in the whole at a glance, 1 witnessed
some wonderful feats of legerdemain, Such a conglom-
eration of tin plates and humanity, was never known
before, Some one with a wilder imagination than mine,
must deseribe it. I left the tents with confused ideas of
eold turkey and perpetual motion running through my
brain, and entered Ward C, Section 3, where 1 was Po-
litely re(-iew;;l. by Maj. Axomrsox, (not the one of Sum-
ter notoriety, but one equally patriotic,) and here I
found the ‘“‘chef~d'curre’’ of decoration. It certainly
reflected great credit upon the taste and skill of the Ma-
jor. I was pleased at reading on the wall the sweeping,
comprehensive motto :—%The world is ny home, to do
good is my religion.”” I the civilized portion of man-
kind would adopt this as their creed, throwing aside
their narrow, fixed and peculiar ideas, what a different
world we should have. Oppogite this, was another mot-
| to, reading :—**Owe no man anything bet love. Exact-
Iy what that good Christian] Tom Hood;” would have
said,

You say, “8ir Andrew, with his love of law,"”
And I, “the Baviour with his law of love.* «

I wished to visit the Mess Hall, but ' twas getting late,
and I had other duties to perform. The good boys and
girls of the North must be remembered, their stockings
filled and all made happy. T left Annapolis with o
merry heart, rejoicing that your brave hoys were enjoy-
ing a merrier Christmas. Wish them, from me, a
“Happy New Year,”' and with love to all, believe me,

Truly yours,
Sanra Kuaus.

2= We acknowledge the receipt of many ' valuable
stores from the Sanitary and Christian Commissions for
use in behalf of the patients in this Hospital. FThese noble
organizations deserve theaid of all the loyal it owr coun-
try. The work whiclr they are doing will form one of the
wonders that shall mark the pages of history in all
time.

JEG~ Boasting is sométimes out of place. We were
once amused af hearing & gentleman remark that he was
a.bachelor, as was his father before him.




