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xistence; while 1ts Vaiuc 15 cle'u}) in p.epomon o the fa-

cility. of the learner in applying it to its practical purposes-
"T'he - first oby,(,t of instruction, thcre(‘cne should be to pre-

sent ln a cicar fzzxr‘ distinct hOht what is to be learned and

o address) it directiy o the? underst andm° ot me iearnem;
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\L ........
made available to the possessor, by learning to apply it t©
pxac'lcal pu:poses "There is in this respect, a radicai ae-
1(,('L in the education of most childrven; the\ are not made to
siudy understan ydingly; and to apply W hat lhey lcax nto prac-
tice; their knowledge is too apt to be niechanicat-—a mere
matter of rote, lodged only {he memory Yo reme dy
ihis defect, n the € aommon mode of education, is the dne
obiect of what is called the “l’csfolo~~z(tn method, which
conslsts in exercising the reasoning fagultics, more than 1s
done by the e ordinary plan of struction; and n making the
vocess of learning much less a maiter of rote. This 1t ef-
fects by the exclusion of all books, and an entire reliance
upon explamtxon and examination in the teachers presence.
This, however, may be justly considered an extreme w hich
oun“ht to be av mded but the common method is not lessan

cxureme, on the other hand. in the pcstqlozzmn method,
study s the constant exercise of the inventive faculties, be-

ing nothing else than a kind of dialogue between the teach-
ot and his m\ml suggested by the '1cm'11 or supposed pres-
ence of some real onject whiie, i the commeon method,
jittle or no excreise of mvcuuuu S :‘equnmi every thing 1s
ledarned from books, and if their contents be weil rehearsed,
or the problems they contain be solved, according to the

aiven rules, the pupii1s thought to have done his duty—as

tn the application ot s Mo;:“‘.::’gn (o actual nractice, that

hxaxelv cons.d sred as a neeessuny ¥ aa;t of m?nmtmn. but

is commonly left for him to sec 10 himself, in after tife,
when he enters ihe worid as a man of business. In the for-

mer system every thing depends ov practice along; in the
latter, on theory. To prcser\c a middle course, by com-
b,mqn‘ the p,a(,txce and theory together, is doubtless the
perl feetion of education Tne, boolks used in the common,
schools, are nece: 55aTy to- secure more correct mfm‘matxon
than can be expected irom the extemporaneous CONVEIS-
honk of the teacher, in the Pestalozzian plan. But when
the } K nov*‘m dge they contain is learned, however accuvately,
by the pupl un fess he can apply 1t to cases, as they oceur
in practice, 1t will avail him but Tittle; he will indeed have
learned, but W whout kuoiwving how (o use it, his learning

¢ill be without value. Kuowledge and the applicaiion of

aility,
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slace, when knowiedge i3 (u,nl'u.:t:“ it m.m_z}é bc \
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