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I. Qb wheteas notwithftanding all the Meafures that have been
hitherto taken for preventing the Growth of Popery within this
|Province, it is very obvious, that not only profefled Papifts ftill
multiply and increafe in Number, but that there are alfo too greatg
Numbers of others that adhere to, and efpoufe their Intereft, in
Oppofition: to the Proteftant Eftablifbment. And being under ~juﬁk |
Apprehenfions (from what Steps they have already taken) that]
if Papifts fhould continue to be allowed their Vote in electing De-f
legates, they, with their Adherents, and thofe under their Influ-|
ence, will make fuch a Party at the EleCtions of many of.the
Counties within this Province, as well as the Cicy of Aunapolis, |
as to determine the Choice in fome of their great. Favourites and}:
Adherents; which if they thould accomplifh, how much it would I
tend to the Difcouragement and Difturbance of his Lordfhip’s|i
| Proteftant Government, is not eafy to imagine. It is therefore

humbly prayed, that it may be-Enacted, Qifube it Enated by the
Authority aforefaid, by and with the Advice and Conlent afore-} )
faid, That all profefled Papifts whatfoever, be (and are hereby de-|wme to wore a;ie.j} |
clared) uncapable of giving their Vote in any Eletion of 2 De- rho sake the Ousts |
legate or Delegates within this Province, either for Counties, Ci-|
ties or Boroughs, unlefs they firft qualify themfelves for fo doing, |
| by taking the feveral Oaths appointed to be taken by an A& of|
|wxe . |Affembly of this Province, intituled, (a) 4n A& for the better Secu-
rity of the Peace and Safety of his Lord[hip’s Government, and the Proteftant}
Intereft within this Province, and fubfcribe the Oath of dbjuration and|-
Declaration therein mentioned. | N

1. and fucther, inafmuch as too many Perfons that are really
Papifts or Popifhly inclined, act in Difguife, and will not make any
|publick Profeffion of their Principles, for the better and more effe-|
|&ual carrying on their wicked and malicious Defigns for the un-|
dermining and fubverting our prefent Eftablifhment: e it there:
fore further Cnacted by the Authority and Confent aforefaid, That|
it {hall and may be lawful for the Sheriff, or other Judges of Ele-|ireguired;
&ions, and fuch Sheriff or other Judges are hereby required, as
often as any of them fhall fee needful, (or upon the Information
of any other Perfon duly qualified to vore) to tender and admi-| |
|nifter’ the Oaths and Subfcriptions aforefaid, to any Perfon or| -
Perfons fufpected to be Papifls-or Popifhly inclined, and upon their
Refufal, to fer afide fuch Vote or Votes. §200{0cd alivays, That
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