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At a Meeting of the DFELEGATES appointcd by the feveral Counties
of the Province of Maryvyranp, at the City of Annapolis, on
Wednefday tne 26th of July, 1775, and continued till the 14th
Day of Auguft, in the fame Year, Were prcfcnt,

ONE HUNDRED anp FORTY-ONE MEMBERS.

The honn. MATTHEW TILGHM AN, Elg; was chofen Chairmau.
And GABRIEL DUV ALL appointed Clerk.

RESOLVED unanimeufiy, That the following aflociation be figned by the members
of this Convention, and by all other the frecmen of this province.

ASSOCIATION ¢f the FREEMEN of MARYLAND, Fuly 26, 1775,
ri“ H E long premeditated, 2and now avowed defion of the #wmith government, to

raife a revenue from the property of the colonifts, without their confent, on the
gilt, grant, and diipofition of the commons of Great-Britain ; and the arbitrary and
vindiét.ve ftatutes pafled, under colour of punifhing a riot, to fubdue by mihtary force,
and by famine, the Maffachuletis-Bay; the unlimited power afflumed by parliament to
alter the charter of that province, and the conftitutions of all the colonies, thereby de-
ftroying the eflential fecuiiries of the lives, livertics, and properties of the colonifts ; the
commencement of hoftiliiies by the minifterial forces, and the cruel profecution of the
war againit the people of the Maflachufetts-Bay, followed by general Gage’s procla-
mation, declaring almoft the whole of the inhabit . nts of the united colonies, by name
or defcription, rebels anid traitzrs 5 are fuffi. ient caufes to arm a free people in defence
of their hiberty, . and juflify refiftance, no longer di¢tsted by prudence merely, but by
nec: flity, and leave no alternative but bafe fubmiffion, or manly oppofition, to uncon-
trou'able tyranny. . The Congrefs chofe the Jatter, and for the exprefs purpofe of fe-
curing and defending the united colonies, and preferving them in fafety againft all at-
tempts to carry the above-mentioned a&ts into execution by force of arms, R-folved,
That the faid colonics be immediately put into a ftate of defence, and now fupports, at
thc joint expence, an army to. reftrain the further violence, and repel the future at-
tacks, of a difappointed and exafperated enemy.
We, therefore, inhabitants of the province of Maryland, firmly perfuaded that it is ne-
cellary and juftifiable to-repel force by force, do approve of the oppofition by arms, to the
~ Britifh trocps employed to enforce obedience to the late aéls and ttatutes of the Britifh
parliament, for raifing a revenue in America, and altering and changing the charter
and conftituticn oi the Maflachufetts-Bay, and for deftroyrug the ellential fecurities for
the Lives, liberties, . and properties of the fubjelts in the united colonies. And we do
anite, and aflociate as one band, and firmly and folemnly engage and -pledge ourfelves
‘o ea. h.other, and to Ameiica, that we will, to the utmolt of our power, promote and
upport the prefent oppofitions carrying on, as well by arms; as by the Continental |
dlo istion, reflreining our commerce.: :
And as in.tefe times of public danger, and until a reconciliation -with Great-Britain,
a conftitutional principles, is effcétea (an event we moft ardently with may foon take

jace) the energy of government may be greatly impaired, fo that even zcal unreftrain-
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