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would vote for it, 11nd thnt it would meet
with his bearty and 1entire concurrence; - L

- believe that other gentlemen would vote for it

and heartily acquiesce in it. |"But when you

“leave the popular -branch of; the legislature,
- and go’ over then to' what is currently known

as the conservative brauch: with the positive
command -of your: constitnuon, you: would
bave' as little likelihood in getting & uniform
system of education as;to getting blood from
a turnip 'That is the ‘experience of by-gone |

.~ time.” It is not that we distrust the-legisla~
- ture and put in A B and'0 to make-the law

" of theland. On the contfaty we say to the
legislature, it is your duty tq make the law of
_thelahd; and if A B and O make it; it will be
- beca.use you fail to perform your duty.” - °

-Let me remind my friends - that this same
]egielnture in which = we are ‘asked to have so

- much confidence, has not & record free from
. defaults, The constltntlonal convention which

met here in 1850. provided 'that: after - the
taking of every federal census, the legislature
should submit to the people ‘the question

-whether or not they would ‘have a constitu-

tional' convention. - It. was|a~ positive com-
mand.-in the constitution of 1850 that thelej-

 islature should do  this: - But what is the his- |
-tory of, the matter? - Did not they make de-
fault? " It has led me to wish in my heart,
. many a time that that constitution had a pro- :
- vision in it such as this, that in default of the
legislature providing for the|call of that con-

‘vention, the call of necwsity by vu-tue ot‘ the

"eonstxtutton should be made. - |

“Then I say that in this gection we are nelth-l
er distrustmg the legislature nor taking from

S itits legxtlmnte powers. . We command it to
- do this work, ‘and have provided for the not | -
e 1mpossxble cnse -of defaalt. | I'am very-anx- |-
* jous'about . thig ‘matter, as T f 'know my friend
is.” 1 want a;public school system establish-
-d,- and I want here in my place to do m

ghare towards ‘making it & solutely lmposax-

‘ble that the people of Maryland shall be de-
. prived of it: "1 want them to -have it..-It is
L golng to do you and me and ‘all of us. good. -

- _The amendment submitted by Mr. Smu.mo .
'.waso.greed to. . v

‘The’ nestxon recarred npo‘n the amendinent
of Mr. MiLLER, to atr:ke outnll ni'ter the word

: .7“§1m“ in line five.-

MiLuer demanded the yeae e.nd naye,

and they were ordered.

‘'The qaestion being tnken, the rwult was—

- ,yeas 12, nays 89-—&8 follows: .=

Yeaa—llimrs Goldsborou b, President,

v'-Bond ‘Brown, : 'Duvall, “Ede en, Harwood,

Bollyday, Lee, Mxtchell Miller, Parran, Pur-

o nell—12 ‘ :
S Na a-—-Messrs Abbott, Annon, Baker,’
R Cunn nghnm, Cushing, Daniel, ‘Davis; --of

Wnshmgton, Dellinger; Earle, Ecker, Fu.rrow

_'Galloway, Greene, Hebb, Hoﬁ’man, Hopkms,
‘Hopper, keefer Kenno.rd King," Markey,
f Mnyhugh McGomas, Mulhkln, urmy, Ny-

man, Porker, Pugh Rldgely. Robmiatte Rus-
gell, Sands, Schley, 'Smith, of Woroe&ter, Stir-
]ing, Stockbridge, Swope, Todd Wooden—39d.
The amendment was aocordmgly rejected.
--Mr, Boun moved that the eonventxon ad-
journ.. ;
The motion was not agreed to 3

) sonoon TAX.

The 6t‘1 section was read as follows ;
' Sec, 6. The general aszembly shall levy at
its first dession after the adoption of;this con- -

stitation; an annual tax of not less than ten

cents on each one'hundred dollars of taxable
property : throughout the State for' the sup-
port of-the free public schools, which tax
shall.be collected at'the same time, and by
the same ‘agents as the ‘general State levy ;
and. shall-be’ paid - into the treasury ‘of the
State,  and shall be- distributed under such
regulations :as:-may ‘be - prescribed, by law,
among -the counties and -the city of Baltnmore,
in proportion to- their respective population
between . the ‘ages of five and ‘twenty years;
provided, that the-general assembly shall not
levy any 'additional school tax upoh partica-
lar- counties, unless such -county express by
popular vote its'desire for such: tax; the city
of Baltimore shall prov1de for its school tax
as at pregent. -
Mr: - CusHING submitted the following
amendment g

+ Amend by insertmg after the. wogd « its,””
lxne thirteenth, the word. . “addxtxonal n
and by-adding "to the section - the words ¢ or
as may_hereafter be provided by the general
assembly “or'the mo.yor and eity eonncil oi’
Baltimate.” -

- The amendment was ngreed to.

Mr. Hr.nn aubmitted the following amend- -
ment ’ '

Line one, strike out the words ¢ lts ﬁrst" ’

, and insert the words *‘each regulox: fr

*The amendment was agreed’ to.
*Mr. GALLowAY moved to- insert in line ten
the word ¢ whlte”’ before theword “popnle/-‘

| tion.”? i

- Mr, Cusnmo While I ho.ve sedulonsly re-
framed in drawing up this article, from pro-
viding o separate system of - common school
education for the free colored: people of this
State, because- I thought the convention and-
the people of Mnryland were possibly not ready

'| for that, although T-refrained from urging it

upon the’ committee or bringing it here, yet I
hope the'time ‘may come when the legislature
of Maryland will be willing to have such a
system, and I shall be extremely unwilling to

prevent it'by ourorganic law. 'So'L:left the

question ‘of providing free colored dchools to
the -legislature hereafter ‘to. adopt {whenever
théy please,’ ‘with/not one word 'in‘the consti-
tution' to prohibit thém ; and I ask that we
may not now putin a- word to prohibit them
forever, although ' the people may eminently
desire it although the fres colored populotion




