o gates, ‘and enclosed :and. transmitted :
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3 f The annm Three years '
- Mr, Srocxnmnon. The next electlon 1e in

o 1865

‘No amendment was oﬂ'ered to thm sectron

Section two was read as follows: - ok
- ¢ The first election for| governor under this
~ constitution shall- be held on the Tuesday
next after the first -Monday of November, in:
the year -eighteen hundred and sixty-four,
‘and oo “the same day and -mounth in- every
* fourth year thereafter, at the places of votin
‘for delegates to the general assembly,.an
- every person qualified to vote-for delegates

ghall be qualified and entitled to vote for gov-

. ernor, the election to be held in the:same

‘manner a8 the. election of delegates,: and the

. returns thereof, under seal, to:be addressed to

the speaker of the Jhouse of delegates, and en-

- closed  and transmitted ‘to the secretary of
‘State] and” delivered to the said speaker at

" the commencement of the session of the legis-
;~lnture next ensuing said election.” ... -

- Mr, Mizrxg. - 1 move to strike out this gec-

: tnon, and to insert the orie reported by the mi-

nont{ iof the committee on the executrve de-'

" partment, which is as follows s’ A
% Section 2. The first election for governor,
_under this constitution, shall be held on-the
Tuesday next after the first Monday in Novem-
~ ber, eighteen hundred and.sixty-five, and the
- second election shall be' held on: the Tuesday
' next after the first Monday in November, eigh-
teen hundred and sixty-eight, and on the sume
_day and month in every fourth year thereafter,
- at the places of voting for delegates to the gene=
- ral’ nssembly,and every person qualified to vote

~ “for delegates, shall be qualified and entitled to

vote for governor; theelection'shall be held' in
"the same manner as the election of delegatés,
‘and the returns thereof, under seal, to be ad-
‘dressed to the speaker’ 'of the house oﬁ dele-
o the

_ secretary of State, and delivered to th'e said

- . speaker at the commencement of the gession |
. of the' legxe]atnre next ensuing said election.”

“Mr. Miueer, This is the same ‘hs the gec-
“-tion reported by the ‘majority, ‘with - the ex-

" ception that it provides that the ﬁret election’

for governor shall. be:held on the Tuesday

~ npext after ‘thé ‘first Monday in November;

'1866. | According to both' reports the gov-
~_,_ernor ﬁrst elected 1 under  this ‘ constitution
~holds hle office for three years.” - ‘The sécoiid

election for governor will occur on the|day of
the regular_State election. for other State of-

" ficers:in 1868, and 80 on every fourth year
’ thereafter C ot

.- The only dnt‘ference between the two reports

is this ; ‘the-report of- the ‘majority’ prdvtda

- that the first governor elected under this con:

stitution shall 'be elected fourteen montbs'be-,

. fore he is;to” go ‘intq office: ' 'Fu ‘referencd to

snch. a “high officer’ a8 the' ‘governof iof’ the
State, an officer ‘to’ be elécted’ by the'péojle;’
- the opinion of the’ mlnortty of the: committee’
E 'whtch 1 hope will be concurred o by thie’
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cqnvenuon,‘ie that the peOple ghiould elect

him as nearly as possible at the time when .

he 'is. to -take “his office; so- that he may -

represent the sentiments of, the people ag =

‘nearly as.possible at that time, _The election:
of such-a high officer as this; & year before
he is to take upon himself the duties of his
office,'is an anomaly .that.I ‘bave.not been:
able to find in the: constitutional provisions.
-of any-other State. . We all know that under
‘the ' present . constitution the .gevernor is.
elected just before ‘he takes his office, and the
people then vote for the man.who best ex-
presses their views. - It -was urged that be-
cause we had adopted some provisions of the
constitution requiring the. “comptroller and
perhaps other’ officers to be elected in 1864,
that should govern us in relation to the elecm
tion of the governor. I do'mot think that’
it should. I think that in the ‘present -cous °

dition and circumstances of the country, the V

election for the first term of governor under
this new constitution, which will be one of
the most important elections we shall have, -

may very well-be put off, and oughttobe put

off until just  before the time- ‘when' the term
of the present’ governor thall ‘expire, that ig, -
until November, '1865, instead -of ‘Novem-
ber, 1864. It is true there will .then be -~
no -other: State officers to ‘be elécted.’ But .
if he is elected this fall, at the time the mem- -
bers of the general aesembly are elected, he -
}mll cannot'go into office with the legtslature A
elected at the same time; he will have to’
‘wait until the term of the present 1ncumbent'
fexpires,”  And I think that theinconvenience. -
of baving & special election ‘for governor ig.
not so great ag the ‘importauce of the cer-'
tainty of having the officer elécted as nearly |
as- possible: at the time when hé is to take
office. - These are the views which have in-
duced the’ minerity of the committee to re-
port this section, - '
- Mr, Sanps.
vention somethx ‘
‘very forcibly. ' We have not yet determined”
when this constitution shall be submitted to"
the peoplé for their ratification. There aré
very grave considerations: which bnght tobe "
carefully ‘weighed before that question i3 de-
termined. The day. named in the majority
report is'the day for our presidential election,
We have not determined whéther' we will « .
call ‘an exfrd- election by the ‘people - ‘beford -
that time or not. ' -I'will not-at present state’
my viéws upon this maiter. © I will ooly say
that it is somethmg about which this"coh-
véntion should very rn.vely ‘consider before
they set the day for this elecuon. ‘My own’
impréssion is that the dpro jer'time’ for the’
submission’of this constitution to' the people”
gill rbe at ;the:time of the preeldenttal elec-
on. T
“Mr. Tnons’ I any'of thé commities bn .

{he ‘eecutive’ department dre in:the convén- .~
tron to-dny, I ehould hke very much to

T'wish to suggest to the con=
‘that hag occurred to me



