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‘place of jugction with the canal company: -and, amosng other
. Yeasons, it was urged, that the two works, being both in ac-
*tual operation -t this point, “by this means an opportunily
‘would be afforded of practjeally testing the relative advap-
tage of the two sysiems, 2ud the one which the country
.should decide upon to be the best, could and ought then 1o be
exclusively prosecuted,”—which view was tLé same that had -
~.been expressed by the committee of Internal Improvements
of the House of Representatives, of the. 19th February,
1830, when it remarked, that when the canal and rail road

should be completed to.the Point of Rocks,they would afforg

a fair and satisfactory experiment, on which 1t could be de-
-cided, whether a canal or rail road ought to be made over

the mountains, under the auspices of . the geveral ggver-

ment.” On this occasion, the president of the Chesaleake
and Obio canal company, who was present for the purpose
- of opposing, and, if possible, defeating the application, ob-
served, that the end proposed to be obiained, a fair experi-
_ment at the Point of Rocks could not be had, unless the -
canal was, permitted to pass up the river to Harper’s Ferry,
at which place it was intended to construct the dam to feed
“the canal from that place to the mouth of Sernieca. Creek,
.twenty four miles below the Point of Rocks; and went on

10 say further, that by the act of incorporation, the canal
“company being requited to coinplete one hundred miles of its
‘work by a limited period, any stoppage of it within that dis-
.tance would incur a torf€iture of its charter. . '

In presence of the committee, the president of this com-
pany, for the sake of removing every obstacle in the way of
.an amicable adjustment of the pending litigation, proposed—

“That the Commissioners appointed by the Chancellor of

Maryland, in the prosecutioa of their duty, shall, on arriving -
- at Harper’s Ferry, report to the president and directors of
‘the road and camal, between the Point of Rocks and that
-place, state the breadth of the groind-to be occupied by
- each—their respective cost, and the additional expeuse
. which each may incur from -its collision with the other: and
- o arTiving at a point one hindred miles above G -orgetown,
~orat the next feeder above Williamsport; that they shall also

report the same particulars in the same mauner, " relative o

tbe part of the line between Harper’s Ferry and such point,

50 as to enable the two companies to decide, whether, so -

far, a compromise of the dispute now subsisting between them

be practicable, cousistcntly with their mutual interests.”




