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State. This application cannct be resisted without a well defined
deflection from every principle of natural justiee and expediency.

When the State of Maryland had already subscribed six hundred
and twenty-five thousand dollars capital stock in the canal, a further
appropriation of two mnullions of dollars.as a loan was made on the
part of the State; which sum, according to the estimates shen pre-
sented by this compauy to the General Assembly of Maryland, was
adequate to complete tae canal to Cumberland. The State .confided
in the accuracy of the estimates furnished,not by herself, and made
the appropriation of $2,000,000, impressed with the belief that it
would complete the work to Cumberland. The State had then in-
vested $2,625,000, and the Federal Government $ 1,000,000, Wash-
ington city $1,000,000, and Georgetown and Alexandria ltad invest-
ed each $250,000. At that time Maryland had invested $125,000 more
than the General Government and all the District cities altogether.—
The terminus of the canal was in the District, and to that spot most
of the advantages were expected to flow.

In 1835 a statement and revised estimate was exhibited to the
State of Marylacd, and a further appropriation of $3.000,000 was
incurred 1o complele the canal to Cumberland, and to render availa.
ble to the State, as well as to the General Government. and. the Dis-
trict cities, the money which had already been expended in its con-
struction. Application was made to the General Government and
also the District cities, and they refused to augment their appropria-
tions: This State made the entire appropriation of $3,000,000, with
the assurance that this additional amount was ample (o complete the
work. The fact is now disclosed, that by the most recently correcled
estimates of cost, this work cannat be completed at a less price than
the farther sum of $3,000.000; and application is now being made ta
this generous State alone to make this additional advance to completeithe
work. Whether this last corrected estimate be adequate to complete
it, will depend on contingencies over which the company caunot have
entire control; and the accuracy of the past estimates does not at 8ll
invite the confidence of the Legislature.. . . .

On this great work, which is emphatically a “District work,” this
State bus already invested $5,625,000. If this great enterprise-be
not completed to the coal regious mesr to Cumberland, this invest-
ment of $2,500,000 must be to them altogether unproductive; and 1
it not therefore both reasonable and just, if this State will advaace
$3,000,000 more in the execution of an object: equally beneficial fo
them, that they should surrender to the State the interest they now
possess? The committee believe that a proper sense of justice-and
expediency will prompt them at once fo make the proposed surrender
10 the State, on the condition contemplated by the bill now presented.

From the following tabular statement it will appear that if no fur-
ther appropriation be wade by the State, the canal will have availa-
ble mcans equal to more than one willion one hundred and sixty:thou-
sand dollars, afier they shall have emancipated themselves irom all
pressing liabilities.




