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Alts of Affembly paffed in May, 1747.

An A& for Tryal of all Matters of Fa& in the feveral Counties where

| they have arifen or fhall arife.

‘N 7’ HEREAS the Trial of Fats in the Neighbourhood where they a-
rife, is the greateft Sccurity of the Lives, Liberties, Fortunes and E-
ftates of the Subjects, moft agrecable to the Britifb Conftitution, and
a vcry‘ great cale to all Perfons concerned, and that the increafe of

Bufinefs in the Provincial Court renders the Decifion of Caufes there, without

wery great delay and expence, impradticable, (—

Be it therefore Enalted by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary, by
and with the Advice and Confent_of kis Lordfhip's Governor, and the Upper
and Lower Houfss of Affembly, and the Authority of the fame, That Two Juf-
tices of the Provincial Court, on each fide of the Bay, (fuch as the Governor, or
Commander in Chief for the Time being, fhall think fic to appoint) fhall be
Juitices of Affize, Nifz priug, and Juftices of Oyer and Terminer and Goal De-
livery ; and that/the fad Two Juftices, or cither of them (in cale of Sicknefs or
other inability) fhall and may at the refpe&tive Times in this A& mentioned,
Hear and Try all Matters of Fa& in all A&ions Real, Perfonal, and Mixt, and
all Actions Popular for the breach of any Law, that is now depending, or that
fhall be commenced in the Provincial Court, in the feveral Counties where the
Fadts have arifen or fhall arife, and not elfewhere ; except in any {pecial Cau-
fes, where it fhall appear that Juftice cannot in all Probability be fo equally ad-
miniftred to the Parties, as if Tryal fhould be appointed in fome other Place ; as
fully and amply as any” Juftices of Aflize and Niffprius in England uled, or by
Law ought or may try, hear, and determine : Ard that all Treafons, Murthers,

... Felonies, and other Crimes, Offences, and Mifdemeanours, of what Nature or

Quality foever, that have becn, or by Law might be, tried in the Provincial
Court, fhall be heard, tried, and determined by the faid Juftices, in the fcveral
'Countics where they thall be committed, as fully and amply as the faid Offences,
or any of them, might have been tried, heard, and detcrmined by the Provin-
cial Court, or any Court of Oyer and Terminer, and Geal-Delivery, according
to the Laws of England and this Provicce.  Provided slways, That nothing in
this A& fhall be conitrued to diveft the County-Courts of any Jurildi&tion they
have, and that they may hear and determine all Matters and Things within
their Cognizance as they have herctotore done; any Thing in this At to the
contrary notwithftanding,

_And be it Enaded, that two of the Provincial Juftices to be appointed as a-
forefaid, on the Weftern Shore, or one of them, in cafe of the other’s Sicknels
or Inability, fhall meet and hold their Courts, at Baltimore County Court-
Houfe, the Monday before the firft Tuciday in Aprel and September, yearly
at Annapolis, for Anne Arundel County, the Friday after the faid firft Tuefdays;
at Calvert County Court-Houle, the Friday after the fecond Tucldays of the
faid Months; at Sf. Mary’s County Court-Houft, the Wedneldays after the
third Tucfdays in the faid Months; at Char/es Courty Coust-Houfe, the Mon-
days after the faid third Tuefdays in the faid Months; and at Prince George’s
County Court-Houfe, the Mondays following : And that two of the Provincial
Juftices on the Eaftern Shore, to be appointed as aforefaid, or one of them in
cale the other fhould be fick or incapable to attend, fhall meet and hold their
Courts, at Horcefler County Court-Houle, on the Thur{days before the firft
‘Tuefdays in the Months of April and September, yearly ; at Somer[et County
Court-Houfe, the firft Tueldays of the faid Months, yearly; at Dorchefler
County Court-Houfe, the firft Mondays afrer ; at Jatbet County Court-Houle,
the Thurfdays atter the fecond Tucfdays; at Queen Anne’s County Court-Houlfe,
the Wedneidays after the third Tuclidays ; at Kent County Court-Houle, the
Mondays after the third Tueldays in the fame Months; and at Cecil County
Court-Houle, the Fridays following ; to hear, determine, and difpatch fuch Bu-
finefs as thall be before them.

And be it further Enatied, Thatin all A&ions now depending in the Provin-
cial Court, where the General Iffue, or other General Plea, tending to an Iffue
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