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cifm-—the conttancy of your {upport was the eflential prop of the efforts, and a
guarantee of the plans by which they were effetted.———Profoundly penetrated
with this idea, F fhall carry it with me to my grave, as a flrong incitement to
unceafing vows that Heaven may contihue to you the choiceft tokens of its be-
neficence«—that your union and brotherly affeétion may be perpetual-—that the
free. conftitution, which is the work of your hande, may be facredly maintain-
ed—~that its adminiftration in every department may be ftamped with wifdom

and virtuew—that, in fine, the happinefs of the people'of thefe ftates, under the

" auipices of lberty, may be made complete, by {o careful a preférvation and fo

ﬁranger to it'.v

~ templation, :and te recommend to your frequer |
. gre:the refble of much refletion, - of - no-inconfiderablé obfervation, and which

- eoccafion.

: commendation of mine is neceflary to for

prudent a ufe of this blefling as will acquire to- them the glory of recommending
it 1o the applauR, the affection and adoption of- every nation which is yet a

., Here,. pérﬁ;ips,l ought to ftop.  But a folicitude for yo,u'r'welﬁxre, | ﬁvhich
-cannot end ‘but ‘with my life, and the apprehenfion of danger, natural te that
 folicitade; urge ‘me on an occafion likke the prefent, to offer to your folemn con-

aent review, fome fentiments, which

appear to the all-important - to the ‘pertianency of your felicity as a “people.

‘Thefe will be offéred to- you with' the.more. freedom,. as you can only fee in
~them the difinterefted warnings-of a parting friend, who can poflibly have no

peifonal ‘motive to bias his counfel. 'Nor can I forget, as an encotragement to

it, your indalgent reception ' of ‘my fentimients on a “former and not diffimilar

. Interwoven as is the lavé of liberty with every ligament of your hearts, ne re-

: ify-or ¢onfir the attachment.

. ‘The mmty of gcéerﬂmc’n‘f which "cee‘nzif’iituteé-:you one 'p"eo-p}e,' 18 alfé now dear

to you. . Ft.is j-uﬁly_"fo;i for it 18 a méin*-‘pilla’-r in the edifice of your real inde~
pendence; the fupport of yout tranquillity at home, your peace abroad; of your

fafety; of your profperity; ‘of that very liberty which you fo h‘ifhiy’ prize. But

as. it is eafy toforefee, t‘hat from' different caufes and from different quarters,
much pains will be taken, many artificés employed, to weaken in your minds the
conviction of this truth ;- as this is the point in-your political fortrefs againft which
the batteries of internal and external enemies will be moft conftantly and a&ively
(though often covertly and infidioufly) dire@ed, it is of infinite mement, that you
thould properly eftimate the immenfe valae of your national union,”to your col-
leGive and individual happinefs; that you fheuld cherifh a cordtal, habitual and

 immoveable attachment to' it; accuftoming yourfelves. to think and fpeak of it

as of the palladium of your political fafety and profperity; watching. for its pre<
fervation” with jeslous anxiety; difcountendncing whatever may faggeft even a

finfpicion that it can in-any event be abandoned; and indignantly frowning uport
‘the firft .dwwning of “évery, attempt -#6 alienate any portion of our country from
the reff, or to enfeeble the fzcred ties which now link together the various parts.

. For this. you have every inducement of fympathy and intercft. = Citizens by

birth' or choice, of a common country, that country has a right to concentrate
your affe@ions. The name of AMERICAN, which belongs to you, 1n your na-
tional ‘capacity, muft always exalt the juft pride of patriotifin, more than any

_ appellation derived froem local difcriminations. - With flight fhades of difference,

you have the fame religion, manners, habits and political principles.  You have
in a common caufe fought and triumphed together; - the independence and liber-
ty you poflefs are the work of joint coungeils, and joint efforts, of common dan-

gers, fufferings and fuccefles.

" But thefe confiderations, however powerfully they addrefs themfelves to };our;-
fenfibility, are greatly outweighed by thofe which apply more immediately to

yous - imér&:‘ﬁ.a-.’;ﬂere»’ every: portion of eur country finds the moft comman °gg"
_motives for carefully guarding and preferving the union of the whole. -
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