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who never can become a fubje@) the poflefiion of which is incompatible with our independence
and fafety, and that to take the private property of individuals, the enjoyment of which, upod
their pecoming fubjells, is confiftent with our fafety, and firengthens our independence, is too
obvious to need remarks, _ |

We were at the laft feffion of opinion, that even ademiting we might rightfully have confifcated
Britith property, yet a fale of it was impolitic, and ti.is was one obje&ion to the bill you thent
fent us.  We fhill retain that opinion, and hope you and the reft of our tellow-citizens are now
convinced that we judged rightly in that particular at leaft, but we cannot grin: that t. cre was
any thing in our meflige upon that dccafion, w ich in imated an acquief ence in the juftice of
the propoled feizure, and the principle of your bill, unlfs you de.luce that acquicfcence from ous
corre&ing an in’erence drawn from our mefl. ge which it did not warrant. _

You were roftrained by your peculiar piivitege from communicating your calculations to us,
and therefore we cannot judge of them. We tov h:ve m.de eftiqates;, arnd are well fatisfied,
that with the.deduction of the national debt, made?y congrefs in their plan, which in our opi=
nion ought to be adepted and carried ‘into full effe@ in the veft manner, and proper attention be
paid to @conomy in the expenditure of public money, the people of ghis ftate will be able and
~ willing to fupport the glorious caufe of liberty and indep ndence, to the chagrin and dnappoint-
mene of all our fecret anu avowed enemics. W e w.th not to Tay burthens upon any pdrt of the
pe: ple of this ft«tc which may be gricvous ; none can be l.id bur fuch as we fhare equally with
them, and we efteem it the higheft h nour, that our fate in evepy refpect is [) clofely conne&ed
with that of our cruntrymen, that with them.we fhall ucceedin our virtuous f uggle, or n-bly
perifh in the aticmpt. The tax of forty-five pounds four thillings on every hun' red pounds reﬁ
and perfonal p:operty, payable in the prefent circulating currency, to be raifed in cight months,
founds high ; but when we confider what property it will take to pay this tax, it cannot be
eftecmea burthenfome by a people fenfible of the important oc.afion wpori which it is to be ad-
vanced. If we refer to the pioduce of an hundred pounds real property, we thall find it takes but
a {mall part ot fuch produce to pay this tex. -

A man is poflcfled-of o negro, valued at feventy-five pounds, who will hire for cight hundred

unds of crop tobacco for eight months ; his tax will be, according to the eftimated price, fifty
pounds of tebacco, which is only ope cighth pait of his income ; fo of land and other propersy.
An additional tax of fiven fhillings anu lix-pence new money, to be colleéted by the firft of Ja-
nuary feventcen hundred and eighty-two, tor finking the new money, will, at the eftimated
price, be only feventeen pourids of tobacco for every hundred pounds real property, and this will
make the neceffary taxes only fixty-feven pOupd's of tobacco on every hund ed pounds real pro-
perty, for the purpcfis aforefaid ; and fuppofe all our_expences hereafter fhould be as great as
they are this year, we are (atisfied a rate neceffary to carty us through the war; will not exceed
one fourth part of the incomg on the property of this ftate. o B

Under thefc impreflions we give you all due credit for embracing the alternative of fupporting
our caufe by taxes and duties, rather than fubmit to the difgraceful and galling yoke of Great-
Britain ; even was the burthen much heavier, we hope the alternative would fcarce be balanced
in the minds of our conftituents ; and we are fatisficd a wife effe@ual application of part of the
profits of their property, not only ta fecure the remainder from rapine and plunder, but their
lives, liberty, and chara@er, from ruin, will never be a caufe of difcoritent.

They have been appealed to on the {ubjet of confifcating Britifh property, and we may fairy
conclude that they do not expe&t, at this ftage of the war, that property td be applicd to carry it
op, which at its commencement was not_conﬁdgrcd as llaprc to be approptiated to any fuch ufe.

We fhall have no obje&ion hereafter, when time and circumftances will admit, to eftablifh an
office to enquire into and afcertain what lands, lying wrthin this ftate; are vacant; not laid outy
and unappropriated, which did belong to the late proprietary, in virtue of his feigniory only;
and fhall be willing, on the faid lands being difcovered and laid out, to apply them on juft terms,

in difcharge of the engagements of this ftate to the afficers and foldiers who may be entitled to

the fame, in confcquence of promifes heretofore made. This we fhall have time to do, if no other
lands are appropriated to this purpofe, before the period for fulfilling our engagement arrives.
We have well weighed and confidered the queftions which ariic on the bill fent us, and which
we rejeited, and the more we reflect, the ftronger appear the arguments in fupport of our con-
du&, and the, principles upon which our bill was giounded. We have no repugnance to pafs
any law affecting the property referied to in your bill, whiih can in sny manne: be reconcilable
to our ideas of juitice, and are extremely willing and defirous to give svéry affiitance in our
er for effectually and refolutcly fupporting the caufe of our coun.'y, to the final fuccefs of
which nothing will more conuivute than harmony ainonyg thote who are to condué the public
councils4 this we fhall always be happy to cultivate ana improve, nor fhall we ever afford juft
unds fof its interruption. But we hope it is not expected, that (0 ouvtain this harmony and
underflanding, we muft tamely acquiefce 10 anu lubmit to opinions and meafures, which
our judgments and confciencts reprove, and faq%ice that liberty of deciding upon public quefti-
ons;
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