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spem ap internal navigation of great extent, from the north west part of the state of New York,
to the southern extremities of the state ot Virginia. ‘

" “Phe particular advautages which the state of Maryland would derive from this improvement,
need 8“!‘“'] be detailed by this commuittee, They will suggest themselves to the understanding-
of every reflecting man. na vational pointof view, all wili coacur in the opinion of its impore
ance, and looking 10 an event which your committee is by no means anxious should soon occur,
but, which in the opinion of the committee may 1easousbly be ux pected to take place at some dis-
tant period, it may be regardea as an object of pecuhar interest, as productive of the means of na.
tional defence, affording as it no doubt will, a facility ot transportation of t:oops, cidinance and
military stores, from one part of the couatiy to the other, the want of which was materially feit
during our late war with Great Britain.

‘Beneficial as it certainly will be to the state of Maryland, the committec have thought it proper
to direct the atiention of the leguslature towards it, but viewing it as an object of nationa: concern,
and not alone productive of 10cal advaniage, the commitiee would remark that it is a subject to which
the atiention of the national legitlature should be arawn. '

Tha canal begins at Welch Point oo the Elk viver, an arm of the Chesapeake, and is to terminate
at a distance of twenty two mules, on Christiana siver, a branch of the Deiaware, At low water the
depth of water in Christiana river is nins feet, and in £k river tweive fect, within one tundred feet
from the shore. The tide rises tour leet 1n both riveis. No expeusive aqueducts or bridges are te
be made, and the principal obstacles have been already overcome. The supply of water drawa
from EIK river by a feeder which is now compieted six miles in leogth and three and a half feet in
depth, and which 18 itself a boat canal, usited by a lock of ten feew high, to the main canal, s cal«
cwlated to fi - daily one hundred and forty locks, a quanily suthcient, on an average, for the daily
passage of twenty-four vesrels. The cunal is twenty six fect wise at the bot.om, and fif.y feet at
the water’s edge. It is intended for vessecis of from forty to seventy tons, drawing scven aud a
half feet, The banks being intended for towing pathe, are tweaty teer wide, one of which may
be converted in:o a turppike road, being raised three feet abuve the level of the water, and w:li,
by increasing the height of the lock. gaccs one foot, admit a depth of nine feet water in the
canai, The expense of digging one miic through rocky grouond was $15,000, end that of dig-

ing the same distance through a level country free irom obstructions, §2,300, which givesan
average of $7,650 per mile, The-whole lengih of the canal is about iwentytwo miles, and the
whole cost is computed %0 be about $550,000. These estimates were made at a time whea la-
bor. was comparatively high; it s presumed they would be much less at the present time.

" This information of facts the committee have thought proper to turaish, ip otder to enable
the legislature o form a correct opinion upon the subject.

The tourth & la:t object to which the committee have directed their attention, and to which they-
have thought i proper to direct the cousideration of the iegislawre, is the making of a turnpike
road from Boeonsborough to Hager’s town, (o join the great national road leading from the iat
ter place to Wheeiing, in the staze ot Virginia.  Upon this subject, the committee would remark,
that this impurtant object is now hkely to be accomplished, 1 conformity with the law passed
at the present session, and which your committee trusts will Le carried into full and complete
effect, ~ By order, TH., W. LOOCKERMAN, Com. Clk.

Mr Orrell moved to re-consider th: last message proposed by Mr Chambers, and the question

being put; was delermined ia t.e athi- mative,

Mr Chambers moved to amend the message by adding the following after the words ‘eleven
o’clock:' **Thesenate have seriousaly reflecied upon the proper course to be pursued by them 1a

' the discharge of the painful duty in which you have invited them to participate. ZT'hey are of opin-
jon that the constitution contemplates a separate and distinct investigation into ‘the subject by cach
branch of the legislature. That the privilege of the party charged secures to bima distinet iu-
vestigation before “e.ch braich, and that the best mede of iusuring to the senate the means of
deciding properly on the occasion, 1equives that ihe proceeding should be conducted belore each
branch independently and separately. They therefore respectfully decline the invitation contained

_ in your message.”” ' : =
Which was read and asseated to. The question was then put, Will the senate adopt the message
as amended? Determinedin the affirmative, and it was sentto the nouse of deiegates.

“The clerk of the house of delegates delivered a bill to impose and collect a tax upon the estates
of deceased persons; a bill entitied, A supplement to the act to incorporate a company to make
atarnpike road irom the market space in Hager’s Town to the west bank of Conococheage, aad
a bill to ascertain and estzhlish in the third district of Somerset county a proper place of hotdiag
elections; which were read the first time and laid on the table. :

_The resolution for the relief of Adam Showers, was read the second and by special order a third
time and dissented from. : '

Mr Chambers trom the committee to whom was referred the bill for the benefit of Thomas L. Par-
ey, late of A:legany county, reported the same without amendment, and tne bill being read a third
time, the question was put, Shall the bill pass? Determined 1n the negative, o
- The bill to impose and collect a tax on the es’ates ot deceased persons, was read a sccond time
and referred to M ssrs Bowie, Chambers, Orrell, Wootton and M-Kim, '

Mr M‘Kim from the committe to whom was referied the bill relating to public roads in the couna

_ties therein mentioned, reported the same with .ut amendment, and the bill was read a third time
and will pass. ‘ ) : .

rhe supplement to the act relating to run-away servans and slaves, was read a second time and on
montion of Mr Chambers the question was pat, will the senate strike ont the word cthirty” inthe



