A fufficient Number of Members being met to Compofe an Honfe of

- Aflembly, Col. Hanfin and Mr. Marthews went to acquaint his Ex-
cellency the Governor therewith, and turther, that Col. Jous Mackacr
who was Speaker, is Decealed,

Benjamin Tasker and George Plater, Riqrs, from the Upper Honde,
acquaint the Members of this Houfe, that his Excellency the Governor
requires their Attendance in the Upper Houfe immediately.

"The Members of this Houfe went to the Upper Houlk.

,’ The Governor Ordered them to return and make Choice of a Speaker,
The Members return, and unanimoufly make Choice of Mr., Puivie
\ Haumonp to be their Speaker, and Placed him in the Chair, |

Col. Hanfon and Mr. Matthenws, Ordered to acquaint the Governor,
a Speaker for the Lower Houfc of Affembly is Chofen.

| Edmund Fenings, E{q; and Col. Hammond, from the Upper Houfe,
. acquaint the Members of this Houfe, that the Governor requires them to
'+ Prefent their chofen Speaker.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair,

The Members of this Houfe went to the Upper Houfe, and Prefented
Mr. PurLir Hamuonp for their Speaker, who declared in the following

" Words. | |
i - May it pleafe your Excellency,
. Y?]e Honourable the Lower Houle of Affembly for the Prowince of

_ Maryland mow fand before you, upon an Occafion, which if thesr

Hiifbes bad prevailed, would not bave happened.
- Tbey fee themfelves deprived of the Seyvice of an ancient and valuable

Meuber, Qne wha for fome time beretofore prefided in their Chasr, with
4 ddonaur to Hinsfelf and Advantage to the Publick : This they efleem. ns
il | @& reql Misfortune ; which Misfurtune, Sir, I fear will be rendered more
| &emeral, as they bave jn Obedience to your Excellency's Diredion, pro-
66’3495 0 Cboofe, and are now about +o Psefent me their Speaker ta fuc-
s ceed bim, | |

I am perfwagded that their Candour towards me upon this Occafion,
% bas prevailed with them to vver-look my Weaknefs and Incapacity :
i For if they had confidered. my Ifirmities whenever they bad thought
of the nature and importance of the Office, they could not but have dif-
covered nje to have been a Perfon unable to difcharge the Duyties of it
3% any tolerable manner. From the jufi fenfe thevefore $hat I have of my
owy Iafufficicncy, as wwell as from a regard of that Duty which I owe
‘30 my Country, and that the publick Bsfine/s may not be impeded by any
Bregular or Imperfeld Execution of sthat difficuls, Employment, 1 find my
i Jelf under a necefity ¥o inircat ja%@r Excellency's ksnd Interceffion with

that




