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Buat we are taughtiby Experience not to be too eredulons, but to perfift in
what we have o realonably fixed on: And there is a turther (and of it
lelt) a {bfficicnt Mortive, why we fthould not fhorten the Ninc Yecars by
any Abatement whatever, and thet is, the cgrtain T ftimeny you have
given us, at the laft, and this Meeting of the Affembly, and now again
by your new Offer of Two Years, that your only Aim is to procure,
upon any Terms, that Law for Arms, &’ for the Defence of this Pro-
vince to be totally dropt; we are fo fully perfwaded of This, that we
cannct doubt but yeu might be induced to give any greater Sum what{o-
ever, or lay any greater Load on the People, 0 as ycu could compals
that Defign; This Earneftnefs of yours muft be a very great Surprize to
cvery one, fince the Moncy appropriated to be raifed by that A& is to
fuch a laudable Purpofe, as the Defence of the Province ; the Sum arifing
thereby fo far from being more than fufficient, that many Accidents may
happen that will require a much greater Sum; and the Manner of raifing
the fame at prefent fo little Burthenfome, that it is not Felt: But we
have (befides our other Motives) more regard to the Satisfaltion and Eafe
of the People, as well as to the Continunance of fuch 'a Law, than to con-
fent to any greater Impofirion on Trade, for the People might then feel
a Burthen, and the Merchants might perhaps be influenced by fuch, who
with a Deftruction of the Law, to apply for a Diffent: We fhall only
further add, that it is not fuitable to the Charaéters of Legiflatcrs, to play

at faft and loofe, which you now attempt, by firft offering Two Alterpa- -
tives to our Choice, we fix upon One, and then you tefl us, No, you fhall :

have the Other: But to put an End to this Matter, we repeat our Reéd
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folution not to depart from our Choice of Nine Years, upon any other

Terms than your Confent to a Number of Years and to the End of the-

next Seflion ; {o that now we return the Compliment of a Choice; and we

affure you, that which ever you may think fit to chafe, we fhall not tell

you our pleafure to be, that you fhould take the other. __
Since you affert, that there are many Laws in Being againft the Roman
‘Catholicks, we fhall fincerely take it as a very particular Favour, if you
will be pleafed to acquaint us, what Laws you apprehend to be in Force
here againft Roman Catholicks: If you ftould be unwilling to gratify us
with this Informatien, your Mention of Laws in Being may feem to be
thrown in order to prevent any being made, tho’ you declare yourfelves
not backward in making Laws for that purgofe,
To Cenclude with yaur Requeft of a Conference, we Anfwer, That you
have now fully our Refolution with regard to the Bill for Arms, &%. 'Bu;
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