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dropt, and the Country be left deflitute of the leaft Supply, perhaps
when a War with France and Spasn, by being, continued longer than the
time to which you limit the Bill, may requue the greateflt Fund we can
raile for our D:fence; and of this Truth we doubt not you are convinced,
otherwife you would have acquicfced with our Choice, it for no other
Recafon but to difcover the Oobftacle you hint at, and which you do not
care to name ; and this brings us to tell you why that Money has been
hoarded up (as you call it) at London for thefe laft Seven Years; you are
fenfible this A&t can raile (communibus Annis) but about 5c0 1. Sterlin

per Annum ; I this Money fhould be dilpofed of as faft as this A& raifes
it, there would not be till the end cf the fucceeding Year, any Money
to Supply any immediate neceflury Call in the intermediate Time ; befides
the annual Sum would certainly be too little for many tudden emergent
Occafions which might immediately require a large Sumn of Money for
our Defence : Further you mutt allow, that had the Money now in Bank
been laid out in Arms and Ammunition, although we fhould perhaps
have had many more Arms, and a much greater quantity of Powderin Store,
yet notwithftanding all imaginable Care (which has been the greateft that

could be takenin this Province) many of fuch Arms, and a great deal of

the Powder would have been, as what we have now are, (if not entirely)
yet more unfit for Service, than new Powder and Arms; and furely there

is very little Realon to reproach thofe, who are intrufted with the Dif-
pofition of that Fund, with husbanding or even hoarding it up (as your -

Phrafe is) in London, ready for fuch dangerous Occafions as may require a
large Sum of Money ; and it is entirely owing to the Neceflity of apply-
ing it to fudden Calls, that the Monies always lie dead in the Merchants

Hands without any lutereft, {ince none can forefee how foon or »fudde'nly s

it may be wanted: The Realons we have given for hoarding (your be-
loved Phrafe muft not b: omitted) the Moncey will, we doabt not, juﬁify
us to cvery unprejudiced and reafonable Man, as well as prove, that you
are determined to condemn our Conduét at all Events: you have hereto-
fore gone {o far as ¢ven to charge us with embezelling 2 5c0 1. part of this
Fund, and this"Charge remains in the Printed Proceedings of the laft
Convention, you have had fufficient time to examine this Matter, and
we fuppofe you have done fo; if you have, you muft be convinced of

" the Injuftice of your Aecufation, tho’ you have not had Candor ¢nough
to tmake a bare acknowlegement that you have been miftaken ; fuch an

acknowlegement, tho’ but an A& of Juftice, is too great a Favour lor
us to expedt from you: Whatever that Moncy is which you infinuate
his Lordfhip takes for Support of Governmunt, we fuppofe it makes a

pere
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