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To the Right Homourable CHA R LES, Abjolute Lord and
- Proprietary of the Provinces of Maryland and Avalon, Lord
Baron of Balumere, e,
The humble ADDRESS of the Derecates of the Freemen of the
Province of Alaryland, in General Aflembly convened.
May it pleafe your Lordfhip, o
E, his M:jeity’s moft curiful and loyal Subjeéls, the Delegates -of
the Fre.men of your Province of Maryland, in Aflembly convened,
return your Lordthip our very hearty Thanks for your Speech to the Up-
per and Lower Heules of this Aflembly, communicated to us by our
Governor Thomas Bladen, Efq; and for the Profeflions you have therein
teen plealed to make of having our Welfare fo much at Heart,

Could we be fo happy as to have your Lordfhip refiding amongft us,
whereby you might be better acquainted with our Affairs and Circum-
ftances than vou can well be at 1o great a diftance from us, we perfivade
ourfelves th:t good Underftanding which is o neceffary for the general In-
tercft of the common Weal, would at all Times be kept up and cultiva-
ted betwixt your Lordthip and your Tenants; or did your Lordthip think
fir to confulc with and put confidence in the candid Information and be-
nevolent Difpofition of the honeft and difinterefted People here, inftead of
the more partial Advices of fuch as we have reafon to Think are no real
Friends cithe: to yourielf or u;, it is more than probable we fhould not
have had occafion to complain of the many Aggricvances we labour un-
cer, and which are contained in our former Addrefs which already is or .
in a fhort Time will be prefented to your Lordfhip; nor can we fuppofe
that your Lordfhip would otherwife than from the influenge of fuch malevo-
lent Councils, have declared your Diffent to our late A& for the Affefs-
m:nt and Piyment of the Public Charges, whereby many People have
greatly fuffered, and had it not, -by the kind and ready Concurrence of
our prefent Governor, been timely prevented, the whole Province muft ne-
¢ flarily have been involvedin the greateft Difficulties and Inconveniencies,

As we are willing to flatter ourfclves, that your Lordfhip, upon cool
and dcliberate confideraticn, will be faticfied of the Juftnels of our Com-
plaints, and thereby be induced to relicve us, we are unwilling at this
Time to enumerate any new Aggrievances, altho’ the with-holding from
us for 2 Time the proper Vouchers to fupport thofe Complaints, by de-
nying Accefs to the Public Regiftries of the Province, and the preventing
us to tax ourfelves for the better maintaining our Rights and Privileges,
might well juftify us in 10 doing : We cannct however, as well in Juftice
to your Lordthip as to ourlelves, omit upon this occafion, putting you in
mind, that your Lordfhip hath here a large Country as yet uncultivated
and uninhabited, the Peopling whereof muft turn to the Intereft of your
Tenants, and greatly to the Intereft of your Lordthip, as well as to the
‘Trade and Manuafalture of Great-Britain, and that it cannot be reafon-
ably expe&ed that thofe who can remove themfelves will continue, or that
others will fettle in a Place where their Properties are not fecured by fixed
and permanent Laws, which muft always be the caie where thofe” Laws
are fubje to be difannulled by a Power lefs than that by which rhey were
made, and we wouald intreat your Lordfhip to confider, that the Repealing
of A&» once made is exercifing a Legiflative Power, and that that Power
is by the Royal Charter given to your Lordthip in conjuncétion with the
Feeemen of your Province or their Delegatcs,
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