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A fufficient Number of Delegates to compofe a Lower Houfe of Affembly
being convened at the Stadt-Houle, Mr. Hilliam Myrdock, a Delegate re-
turned to ferve in this Aflembly for Prince-George's County, and Mr. Ro-
bert Lloyd, a Delegate returned for Queen- Anme’s County, attended on his
Excellency the Governor to acquaint him therewith, -

George Plater, and Rickard Lee, Bfqrs. of the Upper Houfe, and Mr,
Fobs Rofs, Clerk of the Council, came into the Stadt-Houfe, in whofe Pre-
lence the aforefaid Delegates took the feveral Oaths to the Government
agquired by Law, figned the Oath of Abjuration, repeated and figned the

eft,

Benedi? Calvert, Efg, from the Upper Houfe, acquaints the Members
of this Houfe, that the Governor requires their Attendance in the Upper
Houfe, :

The Members of the Lower Houfe went to the Upper Houfc: His Excel-
lency required them to return: to the Lower Houfe and choofe a Speaker :
They returned, and unanimoufly made Choice of Col. Henry Hooper, a De-
legate for Dorchefler County, to be their Speaker, and placed him in the
Chair. ’

Col. Robert Fenckins Henry and Mr. Benjamin Mackall are fent to ac-
quaint his Excellency, that this Houfe hath ‘made Choice of a Speaker,

Col. Benjamin Tasker from the Upper Houle, acquaints the Members of
this Houfe, that the Governor requires their Attendance in the U pper
Houfe to prefent their Speaker, ' - |

The Members of the Lower Houfe went to the Upper Houfe, and pre-
Tented to the Governor, Col, Henry Hooper as their Speaker ; his Excellency
gave his Approbation of their Choice, and then made the following Speech,
VIR,

Gentlemen of the Usper and Lower Houfes of Affemnbly,

S the late Tranfaltions of the French on this Continent, and the fatal Confequerces that muft inevitably
aticnd their Execution of the Scheme they have proje€ted againft us, have been {o often defcanted on, .
10 the moft public Marner, fince the fame unhappy Caufe that calls us together at this difagreeable Seafon, firft
obliged me, after my Arrival, to defire an extraordinary Meeting of the feveral Branches of this Legiflatare ;
Y prefume there is little Occafion for me, at this Time, to repeat the feveral Arguments which the prefeat
Potture of Affairs mut fuggeft to you, as fufficient Motives to prompt you to exert yourlelves at this important
JuoQlure.  You are not, I conceive, now to learn, that in Purfuance of a Plan to fecure a Communication
between their Northern acd Southern Settlements, and, in Time, render themfelves Mafters of all the Con-
ginent, from Cape Bresen to the Gulf of Mexica, that rettlefs and ambitious People have proceeded to build
feve:al Foris on his Majefly’s Lards ; one efpecially at a fmall Diftance from the Frontiers of this Provincey
and have Garrifoned it with a Jarge Body of Regular Troops ; that they already extend their Claim to Lands
dar within the Limits of this Province, and are making great Preparations for enlarging their Corgnefls ; that
not {aisfied with cutticg us of from al! Intercourfe vwith the Zndian Natives, with whom we have hitherto, &
icems, prefumed 10 carry on a Contraband Trade, they have employe? Numbers of thofe Natijes to depopu-
Yate and d.ftrefs thefe Colonies, and have alfo themfelves, committed every Kind of Hoftility on our Fellow-
bjeds, who have been unforiunaie gaoegh to be expofed to their Craclty and Infults, =~

Thefe,




