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By the UPPER HOUSE of ASSEMBLY, .gth November, 1763,

GCENTLEMEN,

F<HIS Houfe hath named Densel Dulany, Fobn Ridout, and P/J?/:P Key, Efgrs; to confer with the
‘é Members appointed by your Houfe in your Meffage of this Day by Mefheurs Ringgold ang

Signed per Order, J- Ross, CL Up. Ho.

Grahams.
The Houfz adjsurns till 11 of the Clack Afternson.
Post-MeripisM. The Houfe met according to Adjournment, &e.
Mzr. Fobn Hawmond Dorfey appeared in the Houfe.
The Bill, entitled, An .4:¢ for the erecting a Town at the Head of Wicomico River, in Somerfe
Crunty, &c. was Read the fecond Time and will pafs; and, wich the Bill, entitled, An A2 for 1),
Advancement sf Fuptice; was fent to the Upper Houfe with the following Meflage, ix.

By the LOWER HOUSE of ASSEMBLY, gth November, 1763.

May it pleafe your HONOURS,

'K\!/‘?E herewith return you the Bill, entitled, An Aé for the Advancement of Fuffice ; and on due
¥V  Conlfideration of your propofed Amendments, have agreed to all but the firft and fecond,
and the laft as confequent to the fecond. N

Your firit Amendment, ’tis true, would reduce the fpeedy Trial Claufe in the Bill to the fame
as it ftood formerly in the A¢t pafled in 1723 ; but on the {Jaw’s beinﬁ re-enadted in 1753, tha
Claufe was rotally omisted, from an Opinion, we fuppofe, in the then Legiflature, that Defendant
could not be ready to make a real Defence, when they had any, the firft Court; znd as we ar
defirous, on the one Hand, to prevent unneceffary Delays to honeft Creditors, fo on the other,
we are fearful of forcing a Defendant to Trial fo fpeedily after Notice, that he cannot reafonably
be prefumed to be fully prepared, we therefore Framed this Bill in fuch a Manner as we though
would probebly take away all Caufe of juft Complaint from both Parties ; nor do we yet believe
but that the Bill lays down the beft general Rule by which to deal out common Juftice; for the
Inflances are very rare where Defendants know enough of the Law to forefee the probable Points
of their Caufes, and the neceflary Proofs to be adduced, before they advife with fome Gentleman
of the Law, which, either from their living remote, or fome other Circumftance, they feldom do
before the Court to which the Writ is returnable. If your Honours, on reviewing this Matter,
fhould fee it in the fame Light that we do, we doubt not you will recede from your firft Amend-
ment.

We find by an A& paffed in 1715, the Chancery Court cannot take Cognizance of any thing
lefs than Five Pounds One Penny, or 1201 16 of Tobacco; this was in the Infancy of the Pro-
vince, and when, for any thing we find, there was no other Chancery Jurifdittion; from whence
we conclude, that a total Lofs of fmaller Claims was thought mrore cligible than a Recovery of
them in the High Court of Chancery, and now, by your fecond propofed Amendment, as the
Chancery Court, exclufive of any other Jurifdiction, would take Cognizance of ¥ive Pounds One
Penny, or 1201 b of Tobacco and upwards, we are apt to believe, that many who might have
equitable Claims for fmall Sums, would form the like prudential Judgment, and acquie?ce under
Frauds and Wrongs, rather than undergo the neceffary Attendance, Trouble, and Expence, to
obtain Juftice at fo dear a Rate. '

As, therefore, the Meafures of Redrefs would be more intolerable than the Injury, and thus
fiinting the County Court’s Chancery Jurifdi€tion, would be withholding an adequate Remedy,
we hope your Honours will confent, that that part of cur Bill thall frand, ?_{ which a moderate
cencurrent Jurifdiction will be continued, and Juftice adminiftered near the Homes of contending
Parties, and that too, more fpeedi’llz and with much lefs Expence than in the Hilgh Court of Chan-
cery ; a Jurifdi¢tion exercifed for Ten Years paft, approved from Experience, familiarized to the
People, and on which the retaining many Equity Suits already begun in the County Courts, now
depends. '

Signed per Order, M. Macnemara, Cl Lo. Ho.

Was fent to the Upper Houfe by Mr. Waters and Mr. William Adams. -
M. Ringgold, from the Conferess, delivers to Mr, Speaker, the following Propofals, w/z.
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