. appointed, and

VOTES axp PROCEEDINGS, November, 1787.. 49

They therefore fubmit to the confderation of the houfe the propriety of appointing 2 day in the
. next feffion of affembly for the parties to appear before the committee of grievances and courts of
'uﬁiCC- . ; R : L E . A
: , T - By order, : - W. PINKNLEY, dk. .
Which was read. o _ ‘ : o

Mr. Jothua Seney, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled,
" Ana& continuing the act relating to coits in criminal cafes ; which was read ihe firft time and ~-
erdered to lie on the table.. _ ,

' e The houfe adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock.

'S AT U R D A Y, December 15, 1787. -

T~HE houfe met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except Mr. Gough. The pro-
- ceedings of yefterday were read. o

Mr. Shaw, from the commirtee, brings in anq delivers to Mr. Speaker the fc;llowing report :

THE committee to whom was referred the petition of John Crane, beg leave to report, that
after confidering all the circumftances of his cafe, they are of opinion that the petitioner is precluded
_from any claim to the land fold Mr. Belain Pofey, by eleCigng to become a fubje&t of that govern-
ment which was inimica] to America, and that nothing can be done for his relief, unlefs the general
affembly {hould be difpofcd to make him fome gratuity for his loffes.  All which is*fubrmitted to the
honourable houfe. _ _ ’

‘ g By order, W. PINKNEY, clk.
Which was read the firft and fecond time and concurred with. ‘
- Mr. Oneale, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report :

THE committee to whom was referred the papers relative to the furvey of the lands to the weft-
ward of Wills’s creek, having taken the fame under their confideration, had the verbal information
~ of coldnel Francis Deakins, and viewed the rough and unfinithed plot of thofe lands, are of opinion, -
st the work has been condu&ted with diligence 5 that the flute is in a capacity to difeharge its en-
gagement of a bounty of land to the officers and foldiers to whom it has been promifed, and to aliow
the fettlers to purchafe the fpots on which they are feated. :

That provifion ought to be made for the immediate payment of [. 600, or thereabouts, to
- Francis Deakins, on account, to reimburfe his advances, and enable him to difcharge part of the
claims of his affittants. B _ 3 4

That 4 preference ought to be given to the peopie who have already fettled on the faid lapds
* belonging to the flate, for fmall qoantities on which they have refpectively feated before the faid
furvey, not exceeding the quantities requefted, and noted by the furveyor, at prices according to the
quality, notlefs than five, nor exceeding twenty fhillings per acre, payable.at two equal yearly pay-
ments, and. that the price: of provifions furnifhed, and fervices rendered, in affiffance to colonel
. Deakins 1n furveying the faid lands, ought to be difcounted in payment as fpecie. ’ _
That for the cafe of thofe people, who are generally poor, a proper perfon or perfons ought to be
‘ o in the neighbourhood, with power to decide difputes concerning the presemption,
* contract for the%ands, reccive the purchafe money or fecurity therefor, and on payment, give- titles
on the part of the ftate, without any farther charge than to indemnify the public.
., That'it will be for the intereft of the ftate to have the confifcated lands lying to the weftward
of Wills’s creek laid out in lots as ithe other lands. of the ftate there, except fuch as belonged to
Anthony Stewart, who, by the auditor’s return, appears to be probably indebted in more than the
value of his eftate,- or of others who may be difcovered to be in like circumftances.
~That as to the lands patented” within the manors and relerves to the weftward of Wills’s- creek,
the general afflembly cannot, with propriety, give orders for any difpofition thereof, but that the cafes
- of each ought to be ftated, and the attorney-general’s opinion taken, fo that the claim of the flate
~may be profecuted, or relinquithed, as law and juftice may require, and that no grants ought to iffue
- for'any lands to the weftward of Wills’s creek, unlefs the chancellor, on fpecial information that
the fand lies there, fhall fpecially fo order. - : S

That the line to which colonel'Deakins has laid out the lots, is far within that which this ftate
may rightfully claim as its weftern boundary, and that at a time of more leifure the confideration
- "of the legiflature ought to be drawn -t‘__o the weftern boundaries of this {tate as obje@ls of very great

importance. - - . -
* That in the prefent ftage of the blﬁﬁnefs, and under the uncertainty who are entitled to bounties
of land under fubfifting effgagements, the legiflature cannot, with juftice and propriety, proceed to
. give dire&ions as to the diftribution amongft the officers and foldiers: o 7 .

. That from the fituation of the lands to the weftward of Wills’s creek, their capability of im-

~provement, their extent, the facility of intercourfe between the eaftern and weftern fettlers by the pre-

- “fznt roads, and thofe in contemplation through thofe lands, courts of juftice, and a new county to the
~ weftward of Sideling-hill creek, ought to be eftablifhed without delay.. e
* . That in any difpofition of the faid lands, the privilege of roads and waters ought to be referved
.+ to the public through the fame lands. o : ' L
All which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe.
T R By order,
" Which was read. a '

l

A. GOLDER, dk.
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