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amount to the individual trifiing, fuch ds, in their pature, could not be_bur:henfome to fuitors, -and
wou'd add to the public 1kiources, by transferring the provifion for the falary ofichanceliof frgg{‘d)c
prelent exifting revenuces to a2 new and additional refource that would be futtable and adequaté.
JThe commmittee aré therefore of opinion, that an act thould pafs in comtormity 10 the foregoing prin-
CBP‘CS‘ . ; . O PR o : s i T T ) =
‘T'he committee alfo confidered the fubje&t in fome meafure referred to them, how far the forrgo=
ing principles could oe extended to provide for the whole judiciary department. It has Jong been an
admitted political maxim, that the adminiftration of juftice thould, to a certain extent, fupport ivelf
the principle feenis to have been heretofore acknowledged in this ftate in the at thatprovides funds
for the fupport of the county courts. The intereflt; indeed the fecurity and exiftence of fociety, ree
quire that tribunals of juitice fhould exift to prevent diforder and injuftice ; fo far the whole commpu-
pity are bound to contribute towards their {upport; but thofe who altually ufe them, denving more
benefic therefrom than thofe who do not, ought to pay more towards the:r expeace. At prefent, 3l
the colts of fuit which bear an average proportion to the value of the property decided on, that cag
fcarcely be credited by the accurate calculator, devolve entirely on him againft whom judgment is
readered,  This, alﬂmugh generally confidered as a proper punifhment for the denial of juttice, is
but too frequently an additional calamity on the innocent and unfortunate, the compiication of legal
queftions affording fo little certainty of what is juftice to unlettered men. In every view, the com-
mittee are of opinion, that the perfon in whofe favour judgment is rendered, mazy weil afford, and
ought to pay, fomewhat to the fupport of thofe tribunals from whofe aid he has derived fuch particulag
benefit. A tax, therefore, of 7/b, and fo pro rato, in the hundred pounds on the amount of 2ll
final judgments obtained in the general courts and court of appeals; and of 12, on z! ctber judg-
ments whereby no fpecified fum of money fhall be recovered, to be pzid before execution fhall be
iffucd thereon, was confidered by the committee as highly reafonablc. This refource, zided by 2
fmall tax on alienations of §f. in every hundred pounds, and fo pro rato, exprefled as the coniidera-
tion of fuch deed or contrat, would afford, it is fuppofed, a revenue equal to the fupport of the ju-
diciary, and enable the legiflature to make fuch additions to the prefert falaries of thofe who £l thefe
important {tations, as will fecure the fervices of the ableft and wifeit ¢itizens.——=NMlen who, from
eminence in a lucrative grofeffion, maftderive great emoluments for private fervices, wiii not devote
themfzlves to public duties without falaries to enable them to live as the generality of citizens of forg
tune do in thofe places where public avocation’ compel them to refile. Tne firft rewards that the
ap,roving fuffrazes of a republic can beftow on rare learning, ability, integrity and induitry, fhoald
at leait equal tae ordinary fituations in its attendant comforts, in which men of common furtune are
laced without any merit at all. )
It ihould be, morcover, the policy of free governments to open the door of pubiic office to indie
gent maiic: Tae clals of men included in this defeription muft provide for their families from the
emolunents of public employments.  Their families are the great and almoft the cnly fecurity that
poverty can oFer to the community for its attachmént; there fhould be thern fometting 2ilowed beyond
a bare fupport for the difcharge of the moft natural and ficred of all duties. The preicnt f2laries of the
judiciary are undeniably not calculat=d upon this fcale; they afford but a maintenance with aeconomy,
if that. The exifting provifion for the court of appeals, the moft important branch of the judiciary.
and where all bufinefs of importance is accumulating meft rapidlv, can fcarcely be adequate to th‘ci}
expcncé,  The committee are therefore of opinion, that additional allowances {bouid be made to ‘the
fnembers of the fuperior cofrts from thofe fources that have been propofed. which will, in a great
mealure, exoncrate the public, by transferring the expence on thofe particular individuals for whofe
fervice the duties are performed, and the expences in a great meafure incuried ; and they recommend
that an a2t or aéts fhould be paffed for thefe purpofes.
: By order, N. PINKNLY, clk.

Which was read. . , a
M:. Goidfborough, from the committee, brings in and delivets to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled,
An a-t for the fpeedy recovery of all monies received by the refpective theriffs and artornies within
this ftate in their public capacities ; which was read the firlt time and ordered to lie on the table. 3
Ou motion, Leave given to biing in a bill, entitled, An act for providing for the qualification of
thofe who, from religious fcruples, will not take an ocath. OwrDERED, That Mr. Mercer, M.
Wright and Mr. Comegys, be a committee to prepare and bring in the fame. . ,
Mr. Mercer, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker 2 bill, entitled, AnaQ
for providing for the qualification of thofe who, from religious fcrupies, will not take an odth ; which
‘as read the firft time-and ordered to lie on the table. '
The bill to incorporate the Queen-Anne’s county prefbyterian congregation, ard to veft in them
certain parcels of land, was read the fecond time, and the queftion put, That the faid bill do pafs ¢
The yeas and nays being called for by Mr. Oneale; appeared as follow :

AFFIRMATIVE

" Hopewel, M:<Pherfon, Denwood, Oldham, Barnes, Wilfon,
Comegys, Chapman, Goldtborough, T. Marfhall, Dennis, Douglafs,

ghw.pnhington, Ridgely, of Wm. Lecompte, Clark, Holtand, Whitely,

& Mercer, Gough, Fraziet, T. Gantt, . P. Marthall, $. Smith,

% N. Worthington, Cockey, Eccleiton, Duvall, . Smith, O,

& Wikkinfon, «Sherwood, Miller, Seney, Prall, Swearingen;

- Craik, Kerr, R. Bond, - Wright, Love, Tomlinfon. 8.
Hawkins, Waggaman, Hollingfworth, O’Bryon, - .
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