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oa this subject, to be carried into cffect, as the Le(rlsla ure
in their wisdom may think fit to order. Until very recent-
ly, the State Pemtenuary has been a:considerable cost te
the pui blic treasury; but the expectation held out, that when
completed, it would annually produce revenue, is likely to
be xca.bed nor caa it be conzidered in the least dcrrreo at
variance with the strictest sense of justice, or ofpomv that
those who violate the laws, the peace,and the rights of aobwty
~should be re-trained from such violence by the deprivation
of their liberty, and made to fabour for the benefit of that
commanity, of which it was unsafe that they should be
permiited to remain members, and against which they kad
committed tha&)m«r The better to fulfill this expectation,
some further change may be found necessary n the preseat
ponods of confinement, The graduation of pumsHmr ni to
the offence committed, fis a desired o hjcct; that punisinent
consists in confinement aud reguldr daity labour, to which
in cases of greatest atrocity, is added an extended portion
ot solitary “confinement. Those who are senten: ced for
hout I)"l'lO(]ﬁ are, almost uniforinly an entire cost to the

et ition, as it sronerally takes some time for each incivi-

¢ .1 #yacquire sudicient skill in the labour to which he is
<. ey to cm,.»le him to repay the cost of his keeping:
i ime "o that, his labour is productive to the estas-

lisienat, Yending the Institution as a great public manu- -
factory une 1c. riid dlsuplme in which convizts are placed
atlabour as a punishment\for crimes, and restrained for dif-
ferent perieds according to) ther rcspec"lve tranqup ssions,
from coneniiting further injusies, by beine ro‘nbxted from
going at large 1n society, scarcely am

tastange would oceur
of any one ‘being sentenced to the Peniteniiarg, where an
extension of some of the shortest periods of time wrould be-
oome aa act of mjustice.  No Instance 1t 13 believed nas
wver been knowa, where a prizoner who merited relief has
not rcadily founl a nardon, nor is it likely in time to ¢ me,
that anv of those unfortanate beings, wwio shall he nroa:ht
to a proper sease of shame, contritivon aad corres iness of
coaduct before the expiration of their tine of service, and
to whom relief ouzht to b2 zraated, will be less hftely,
prowntly to obiain it. And unti! suzh 'vmmf'ea*'tf ons of re-
formation arc made, a continuance of confinemant to a long.-
er perlo\] m some 1astances than 1s nowas <19 ned can scarce-
ly be considered an act of =evoritv to the arisoners, and
must in¥vitably prove beacficial to society. Forbparmw to
present more specific vieivs of {iuss ub'cot to the Le. 'l:la
ture, with whom, if thouzh' exnedicat, they willmore nroa
..perly and naturally orlgmate, the suggestion is most respeete
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