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Maryland, that the People, fince the firft Settling of the Province, |

have in all Cafes, ( fome
Affembly provided for, )

few excepted, which pa:ticular Acts of
Jooked upon the Laws of England, as

well Statute as Common, to be their Laws, and the Rules of their
Condnéf. The Tenure, by which they hold all their Land, is

Free and Common Soccage ;

which is a Common-Law Tenure. A

great Part, of the moft valuable Land in the Province, is intail-
led, by Virtue of the Statute de Donis. SI) A greater Part, de-
vifed by Vircue of the Statutes of Wills. (2) And not a little,
conveyed by Deeds of Leafe, and Releafe, by Virtue of the
Statute, for transferring Ules into PofJeffion. (3). The Statute of -
Frauds and Perjuries, has always been allowed to affe& Devifes,

not made conformably to
and Cuftoms, in Procefs

it. (4) And as in England, Ufages,
of ‘[ime, have obtained the Forceof -

Laws, which they always, afterwards, continued to have, 'till
-they were altered, or abrogated by the Legiflative Authority; fo

thofe Laws, that have been received in Maryland, though the
People had nongther Right to them, but that Reception, and the
long-continued Ufe of them ; ought to have the Force of Lawr,
until other Provifion is made, by the Legiflature of the Pro-

vince.
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